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Fireworks event 
postponed 


SPRINGFIELD 
— After careful con- 
sideration, the Spirit of 
Springfield, with the City 
of Springfield, has deter- 
mined it is in the best 
interest of the community 
to postpone Star Spangled 
Springfield due to COVID- 
19. The event, sponsored 
by MassMutual, is being 
delayed from Saturday, 
July 4, to a date that has 
yet to be determined. 

“Someone said to 
me, ‘We need fireworks,’ 
said Judy Matt, Spirit of 
Springfield President. “I 
agree 100%, but we must 
first think of the welfare 
and wellbeing of our com- 
munity. When the time is 
right, we will be ready.” 

“It is the prudent 
and right decision,” 
said Springfield Mayor 
Domenic J. Sarno. “Once 
we defeat this COVID-19 


Share 
your stories of 
staying at home 


The Holyoke Sun 
wants to know how you’re 
coping with the corona- 
virus closures and how 
they’ve changed all of 
our lives — no school, no 
work, social distancing and 
staying at home. 

We can’t meet our 
neighbors in the school- 
yards, playing fields or 
workplaces of Holyoke, 
but we can all share a few 
snapshots of what life’s 
like with the kids in the 
house and the home office 
working overtime. Take a 
minute to send in an update 
on how you’re doing, what 
fun enrichment activities 
the kids have been up to, 


NECBL cancels 
2020 season 


The Valley Blue Sox 
play their home 
games in Holyoke 





NORTH ADAMS 
— The New England 
Collegiate Baseball League 
(NECBL) has announced 
that its board of directors, 
comprised of executives 
from its 13 member teams 
and officers, have voted to 
cancel the 2020 summer 
collegiate baseball season. 
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Mayor Morse: City has not begun 
deficit spending due to the pandemic 


Mayor Alex Morse 
updated the city council 
on the state of Holyoke 
this week 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibellli@turley.com 


With the city in the midst 
of a major pandemic, compli- 
cated by a worsening situation 
at the Holyoke Soldiers Home, 
Mayor Alex Morse was on 
Zoom Tuesday night to open 
up the Holyoke City Council 
Meeting with an update on the 
state of things in the city. 

The Board of Health and 
Emergency Management, and 
other department heads also 
joined the meeting to give 
updates. 

“T thought it would be a 
good opportunity to provide a 
comprehensive update on the 
pandemic,” said Morse. 

He thanked the team at 
city hall for their hard work. 

“As all of you know, the 
City of Holyoke needs to come 
together,” said Morse. “None of 
the work we have done would 
be possible if it wasn’t for the 
cooperation of the businesses 
and the people.” 





Mayor Alex Morse said the city has continued to be responsible in its approach to the pandemic, saying the city 
has not had to deficit spend as of this week. 


He commended the peo- 
ple of Holyoke for their coop- 
eration, which most recently 
has included the requirement of 
wearing face coverings while 
out in public and in essential 
businesses like grocery stores. 
Holyoke’s Health Department 


implemented the order recently, 
and it is now a statewide order 
as of May 6. 

The mayor also commend- 
ed the city councilors, many of 
whom have taken to alternate 
means, mostly online, to hear 
from and interact with constit- 


Newman selected as finalist for award 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


Local author Lesléa 
Newman has received a few 
awards for her children’s 


book ‘Gittel’s Journey: An 
Ellis Island Story’, most 
recently she was announced 
as a finalist or “must read” 
of the 20th Anniversary 
Massachusetts Book Awards 





Newman’s Aunt Phyllis, the daughter of the real ‘Gittel’ and Leslea 
Newman hold a copy of the book ‘Gittel’s Journey: An Ellis Island 


Story’ and their family history in written form. 


Submitted photo 


in the Picture Books/Early 
Readers category. 

The award winners have 
not been announced yet, 
but the finalists have been 
selected. 

“It’s an honor to even 
be selected and to be consid- 
ered a must read.” Newman 
said. “Of course I’d love to 
win an add a fourth award 
to this book, but I’m already 
incredibly proud of how far 
it’s come.” 

In addition to this, 
‘Gittel’s Journey: An Ellis 
Island Story’ has received 
the Christopher Award, the 
National Jewish Book Award, 
and the Sydney Taylor Body 
of Work Award. The book has 
also received the Association 
of Jewish Libraries Sydney 
Taylor Silver Medal. 

The book that’s received 
so much praise, tells the 
story of Newman’s family’s 
immigration and history. The 
story follows a young girl 
named Gittel; a character 
who is based on the mother 
of Newman’s aunt, and tells 
the audience how ‘Gittel’ 


See NEWMAN, page 3 
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uents and answer questions and 
concerns. 

“There are a lot of peo- 
ple who are really scared right 
now,’ said Morse. 

Morse recounted to the 


See DEFICIT, page 4 


Tourism takes 
a hit during 
pandemic 


Business leaders 
answer questions 
during Facebook Q&A 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


Across the country, busi- 
nesses of all sizes are taking 
a hit as a result of restrictions 
to help limit the spread of 
infections caused by the novel 
coronavirus. Here in Western 
Massachusetts, among the 
hardest hit sectors is that of 
Tourism, Hospitality and Arts 
and Culture. 

To help spread the mes- 
sage and to encourage future 
business, two local leaders 
joined state Sen. Eric Lesser 
(D-Longmeadow) of the first 
Hampden and Hampshire 
District, Senate chair of the 
Joint Committee on Economic 
Development and Emerging 
Technologies, for a Facebook 
Live Q&A session Friday, 


See TOURISM, page 5 


> In The News 


Massachusetts one of 30 states to receive crisis counseling funding 


WASHINGTON, D.C.— FEMA 
announced approval of 30 states and 
the District of Columbia for its Crisis 
Counseling Assistance and Training 
program. The program helps fund 
state-provided crisis counseling ser- 
vices to residents struggling with stress 
and anxiety as a result of the coronavi- 
rus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

FEMA previously funded crisis 
counseling in six states: 

¢ $464,000 to Massachusetts 

¢ $1.6 million to California 

¢ $371,000 to Michigan 


¢ $882,000 to New Jersey 

¢ $1.3 million to New York 

¢ $2.1 million to Washington 

President Donald Trump delegat- 
ed authority to FEMA Administrator 
Pete Gaynor to approve requests for the 
program in order to speed assistance to 
those in need. 

FEMA’s Crisis Counseling pro- 
gram helps people and communities to 
recover from the effects of natural or 
man-made disasters through short-term 
interventions that provide emotional 
support, crisis counseling, and connec- 


tion to familial and community support 
systems. 

Due to the COVID-19 nationwide 
emergency and the need to protect the 
safety and health of all Americans, cri- 
sis counseling services will be deliv- 
ered by phone, internet and social 
media. 

Help is also available to all resi- 
dents of the United States through the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services’ Disaster Distress 
Helpline by calling 1-800-985-5990 


or text TalkWithUs to 66746. Spanish 
speakers call 1-800-985-5990 and press 
“2” or text Hablanos to 66746 from all 
50 states. 

If calling from Puerto Rico, text 
Hablanos to 1-787-339-2663. If you 
are deaf or hard of hearing, use your 
preferred relay service to call the 
Disaster Distress Helpline at 1-800- 
985-5990 or TTY 1-800-846-8517. 
This toll-free, multilingual, and confi- 
dential crisis support service is avail- 
able to all residents in the United 
States and its territories. 





Deadline in May for free Internet offer 


Holyoke’s School Department, in 
partnership with the Mayor’s Office, 
recently negotiated a contract with 
Comcast to provide six months of 
Internet access to families of Holyoke 
public school students who do not cur- 
rently have at-home connectivity. 

Signups are being taken now. 
Families who are interested should call 
the schools at 413-561-0862 (English) 
or 413-314-3560 (Spanish) to get a 
promotional code on or before May 
14. A district representative will pro- 
vide a code for signup, or will call 
back if a message is left. 

Families of Holyoke public school 
students are eligible so long as they 
have not had Comcast service in the 
past 90 days. A previous restriction 
that barred families from accessing 


this benefit if they had outstanding 
debt with Comcast, the main sticking 
point in negotiations that lasted weeks, 
and was recently waived nationwide. 

The service from Comcast, 
administered through its “Internet 
Essentials” program, will include 6 
months of free access covered by the 
city, after which families can contin- 
ue service month-to-month for $9.95, 
or cancel the service to avoid bill- 
ing. Families will also have access to 
reduced-cost computers at a rate of 
$149.99, plus tax, and free digital lit- 
eracy training. Holyoke schools will 
continue to offer remote instruction 
via the Internet until at least the end of 
the current school year. 

For more information or to sign 
up, visit bit.ly/thesun432. 





Talent show Is city’s 


The second round of the Holyoke 
at Home video contests will be 
a talent show, the mayor’s office 
announced this week. 

All residents of Holyoke are 
encouraged to get creative while stay- 
ing home and submit a video of up to 
90 seconds showcasing a talent. This 
can include singing, dancing, cook- 
ing, playing an instrument, drawing or 
reciting an original poem. 

The purpose of the contest is to 
engage residents with each other as 
well as creating an interactive plat- 
form to share different activities, 
tips and skills to have fun at home 
during the coronavirus state of emer- 
gency. As with the first Holyoke at 
Home video contest last month, three 
winners will be awarded, chosen by 
Mayor Alex Morse, City Councilor 
Jim Leahy, and a “People’s Choice” 
determined by online voting. All 
three winners will receive a $100 gift 


latest video contest 


card to the Holyoke business of their 
choice. 

Submissions are being taken 
until 4 p.m. Friday, May 15. Videos 
can be uploaded to www.holyokeath- 
ome.com, or posted to Facebook, 
Instagram or Twitter using the hashtag 
#HolyokeAtHome. Privacy settings 
need to be set at public in order for 
videos to be judged. If posting to 
Facebook, videos should be directly 
posted to the Holyoke City Hall page 
(facebook.com/CityofHolyoke), with 
the hashtag included in the descrip- 
tion or title of the video. 

Voting for the People’s Choice 
will begin at 5 p.m. on May 15 and 
conclude at noon Monday, May 18, 
at www.holyokeathome.com. The 
three winners will be announced on 
Facebook later that day. 

For more information, visit 
www.holyokeathome.com, or email 
MayorsOffice @ holyoke.org. 





Applications accepted for business aid 


Applications are still being accept- 
ed for the Covid-19 Holyoke Business 
Emergency Operations Grant Program, 
administered by the city of Holyoke and 
Greater Holyoke Chamber of Commerce, 
using Community Development Block 
Grant funds from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

Funds should be used by businesses 
to help them remain open, retain employ- 
ees, or adapt business operations remote- 
ly or online during the public health 
emergency. Grant funds can be used for 
equipment and technology, consultant 
fees, payroll, inventory, and rent and util- 
ities, if attempts to have these costs mod- 
ified or deferred have been unsuccessful. 
The funds cannot be used for the busi- 
ness owner’s own salary or pay, personal 
purchases, paying off debts, or any items 
purchased before the grant is approved. 

Businesses must meet one of the fol- 
lowing HUD eligibility requirements: 

¢ Owned by a low- or moderate-in- 
come household 

e Employ full-time at least one full- 
time equivalent low- or moderate-income 
person 

e Provide a service (like a restaurant 
or grocery store) in a primarily residen- 
tial neighborhood where at least 51 per- 
cent of the residents are low- or moder- 


ate-income. 

All applicants must be for-profit 
businesses located in Holyoke that were 
in operation as of Jan. 20, 2020. 

Applications are available now, and 
will be reviewed weekly until all funds 
are committed. The review commit- 
tee consists of representatives from the 
Greater Holyoke Chamber of Commerce, 
the city of Holyoke, and EforAll 
Holyoke. 

A total of $90,000 is available for 
business grants. While there is no spe- 
cific maximum request amount, resourc- 
es are extremely limited and the city 
will seek to maximize the communi- 
ty impact of this fund. More program 
details and an electronic application that 
can be completed online are available 
at covid19ghcc.wixsite.com/businessre- 
sources/funding. 

For more information, contact 
Chamber Executive Director Andrea 
Marion at andrea@holyokechamber.com, 
or Alicia Zoeller at the Holyoke Office 
of Community Development, zoellera@ 
holyoke.org. 

The Chamber of Commerce has also 
compiled a list of other resources for 
businesses during the coronavirus state 
of emergency, at covidl9ghcc.wixsite. 
com/businessresources. 
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Coronavirus, and we will, with the Spirit 
of Springfield, celebrate once again. 
Until then and out of an abundance of 
caution, we must continue to be proac- 
tive in starving this virus by following 
all of the local, state and federal public 
health guidelines as we begin to plan 
to return to a sense of normalcy within 
phases.” 

“MassMutual has been a proud 
sponsor of Springfield’s Independence 
Day Celebration since 2006. We will 
continue to support the Spirit of 


Springfield and the event when our com- 
munity is healthy and it is safe for us to 
gather,’ said Dennis Duquette, Head of 
Community Responsibility, MassMutual, 
and President, MassMutual Foundation. 
“Springfield needs a reason to celebrate.” 
Star Spangled Springfield has been 
a celebration of the country’s indepen- 
dence and a July 4th tradition since 1991. 
It has featured musical entertainment, 
family-friendly activities, and a world- 
class pyrotechnics display by Fireworks 
by Grucci. It has been sponsored by 
MassMutual since 2006, with additional 
support provided by area businesses. 





Springfield Technical Community College Theater Workshop goes online for spring plays 





The STCC Theater program is still performing plays using social distancing. 
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SPRINGFIELD — Audiences for the 
STCC Theater Workshop’s plays normal- 
ly keep their eyes on the stage, but this 
spring they will keep their eyes on the 
screen. 

At a time of social distancing, 
Springfield Technical Community 
College Theater Workshop will perform 
three plays, with students acting out their 
parts from their homes in front of their 
computers. 

“We had to change things up this 
spring due to the stay-at-home adviso- 
ries related to the COVID-19 pandemic,” 
said Phil O’Donoghue, theater profes- 
sor. “What was originally seven short 
plays was cut to three plays that can 
be performed for the screen. I’m very 
impressed with rehearsals and how this 
is turning out. I think audiences will 
enjoy what our students have come up 
with.” 

The Theater Workshop sent light- 
ing equipment and costumes to the 
homes of student actors to boost the 


production quality. 

One play chronicles a therapy ses- 
sion. The other two dramatize phone 
conversations. The three plays have been 
performed at major 10-minute play fes- 
tivals. The plays are “Your Mother’s 
Butt,” by Alan Ball; “Customer Service,” 
by Philip Hall; and “Miss You,” by 
David Auburn 

The performances will be available 
for viewing starting May 15 on STCC’s 
Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

O’ Donoghue said the production 
would not have been possible without 
help from the STCC community, includ- 
ing STCC Digital Media Professor John 
Wakelin, STCC Dean of Liberal and 
Professional Studies Richard Greco, and 
STCC Marketing and Communications 
Director Keith Paul. 

Cast members are Hannah Bruso- 
Penkala of Ludlow; Cedric Patterson 
of Springfield; Gracie Pighetti of 
Wilbraham; Raquel Polite of Springfield; 
and Giovanni Tolliver of Springfield 


In The News 


Pandemic poses unique challenges for women, kids 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@turley.com 


Many women and children in 
Hampden County have been challenged 
by the COVID-19 pandemic and phys- 
ical distancing measures, from figuring 
out where to get resources like food and 
diapers to navigating substance abuse 
and violence at home or finding ways to 
access reproductive healthcare. 

The Hampden County Commission 
on the Status of Women and Girls has 
been holding meetings and conducting 
polls through social media to find out 
what those issues are and how commis- 
sioners can advocate for and connect 
those who are struggling to organizations 
that can help. 

“I fear we won’t really know what 
women and girls deeply needed during 
this time until after, because women are 
really busy tending to the basic needs 
of their families today,” said Dawn 
DiStefano, commissioner and exec- 
utive vice president at Square One in 
Springfield, a private nonprofit that pro- 
vides early education, care and family 
support services. “They aren’t going to 
sound the alarm for themselves while 
they’re in the midst of this pandemic tak- 
ing care of their families. I think as a com- 
munity, it’s up to us to apply that hyper- 
vigilance to the work and the effort we put 
into connecting with women during this 
time.” 

Kids and young adults are also feel- 
ing the stress of the pandemic, often more 
than their parents realize. But children 
are also resilient, according to commis- 
sioners, and many want to help, includ- 
ing local Girl Scout troops who’ve been 
donating cookies and making window 
signs for seniors, said commissioner 
Pattie Hallberg, CEO of the Girl Scouts of 
Central and Western Massachusetts. 


Girl Scouts 
Kids aren’t immune to the worry and 
change they see around them, from com- 
pleting classes and schoolwork online to 
seeing scary news on the TV while hav- 


ing their parents home all the time. But 
Hallberg said she’s also seen many who 
want to get involved and contribute in any 
way they can. 

“There’s a heightened sense of con- 
cern,” Hallberg said. “But what we’re 
finding at the Girl Scouts is so many of 
these girls are trying to figure out, “What 
can I do to help? What can I do as a per- 
son?’ They’re making masks, they’re 
delivering cookies to the fire department 
or the police department. They’re doing 
what they can to find some little way to 
make a difference. That makes them feel 
so much better.” 

In Monson, for instance, Troop648 11 
made signs for a nursing home in 
Hampden to put in their windows to 
brighten their day. 

Hallberg has heard from many girls 
that they want to go back to school and 
that they miss the camaraderie of seeing 
their classmates and teachers. But they’re 
still finding ways to stay occupied and 
virtually connected to the outside world. 

“There are so many cool things that 
they can do on the internet,” Hallberg 
said. “They can go to the opera, they can 
go to Broadway, they can take a virtual 
tour of our national parks, they can go to a 
science museum. In Girl Scouting, they’re 
earning badges and patches online, and 
it’s so fun to watch them earning badges 
and doing things that they might not have 
ever done before.” 

Hallberg has also been encouraging 
families to get outside for fresh air and 
fun activities like scavenger hunts. 


Square One 

DiStefano said she and others on the 

commission have been working to build 

a strong mental health safety net” in the 
community, in order to help everyone stay 
afloat. 

“When we come up for a breath of 
air, those being willing to take a big gulp 
of air better be willing to dive back down 
and bring others to the surface,” DiStefano 
said. “I think a lot of women will be stuck 
in the weeds underwater. I think that’s 
where the commission can do its best 


work — we can rally around and find our 
allies in people to go out to check in on 
others.” 

Ensuring a strong mental health safe- 
ty net also means going back and ensur- 
ing people’s basic needs are being met. 
While commissioners like DiStefano and 
Hallberg aren’t in the business of being 
interventionists, they can listen and do 
legislative advocacy on their behalf and 
direct folks to organizations that can help. 

“It’s Maslow’s hierarchy of needs — if 
people don’t have food, if people don’t 
have a safe dwelling to be in or don’t have 
access to employment and education, you 
can’t the start to address things like men- 
tal and behavioral health,’ she said. 

DiStefano said she’s most worried 
about folks struggling with their men- 
tal health and who may not be feeling 
as resilient. Square One’s home visiting 
program, for instance, works with moth- 
ers who are in their first year of recovery 
from substance abuse, have children under 
the age of five and are working toward 
reunification with their children or have 
already been reunified. 

“The isolation when they’re in 
recovery, the pressure for most of them — 
they’re single mothers, so they’re home 
alone with their children,’ DiStefano said. 
‘“That’s been the most challenging popu- 
lation for our staff at Square One. I worry 
about those women; I worry about those 
children. This is not a good situation for 
them.” 

The pandemic has been destabilizing 
for many, but it’s not all doomsday, she 
added. 

“T think there’s a place to celebrate 
the resiliency of women,’ DiStefano said. 
“We’re an amazing part of this world and 
I think our gender lends itself to some 
outstanding characteristics. But none of us 
have ever been through this before... and I 
don’t think any of us are okay, some of us 
are just less okay than others.” 


Planned Parenthood of 

Western Massachusetts 
Shanique Spalding, a political 
organizer with the Planned Parenthood 


Advocacy Fund of Massachusetts, said 
that because of travel restrictions, limit- 
ed court and clinic hours and legislative 
meetings, women have been having a 
tougher time accessing reproductive care. 

The ROE Act, which is sitting in the 
State House Joint Judiciary Committee, 
is a bill that aims to expand abortion 
access in Massachusetts after 24 weeks 
only in the case of fatal fetal anomalies. 
Currently, a mother who receives a diag- 
nosis of a fatal fetal anomaly after 24 
weeks has to travel to Colorado or New 
Mexico to receive care. But because of 
the pandemic, traveling that far out of 
state is nearly impossible now. 

The bill could be reported out of 
committee with a positive or negative rec- 
ommendation in mid-May, Spalding said. 
But because of cancellations and physical 
distancing, she hasn’t been able to do the 
direct advocacy work around the bill. 

Another issue facing young women 
is around the judicial bypass process, 
which allows minors to appear in court 
before a judge, who makes a determina- 
tion on allowing abortion services if the 
minor is unable to get parental consent. 
But many courts are now operating on 
limited hours. 

Minors may also have to deal with 
figuring out how to get to a clinic in the 
first place if they’re unable to share where 
they’re going with their families or part- 
ners at home or if they’re essential work- 
ers. 

“During COVID, there are still 
young people who have to access abor- 
tion services, and there are still people 
getting fatal fetal diagnoses,’ Spalding 
said. 

Health centers that provide abortions 
are also operating on limited hours. In 
Hampden County, the only two facili- 
ties that provide abortions are Planned 
Parenthood in Springfield and Baystate 
Medical Center, Spalding said. 

“We’re advocating for folks to pay 
attention to the fact that abortion ser- 
vices are also being impacted and are still 
essential care for a lot of individuals for a 
number of reasons,” Spalding said. 
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is able to travel from Eastern Europe 
to America by herself in order to find 
her cousin. The book is historical fic- 
tion, and Newman spent about a year 
researching the time period it based in, 
as well as other aspects and ways of life 
during those times. There are family sto- 
ries incorporated in the book, stories that 
Newman has heard all her life. 

“I don’t remember the first time I 
heard her story, but I can remember hear- 
ing it all throughout my life.” Newman 
said. “There are specific pieces of the 
original story that are incorporated in the 
book, then there’s the experience of the 
boat ride where I had to do research and 
use my imagination.” 

One important piece of the story 
that’s true is that when Gittel travels to 
America she carries a piece a paper with 
the name and address of a relative written 
on it. When she arrives at Ellis Island and 
shows the paper to an immigration offi- 
cer, they discover the ink had worn off 
on her hands and the paper was illegible. 
Through the kindest and help of strang- 
ers and the community, Gittel is able to 
find her family. 

There are other family stories and 
facts peppered through the book, making 
it a very personal work to both Newman 
and her Aunt. 

“This is such a personal book for 
me, and for my aunt, so to see it succeed 
like this 1s truly amazing.” Newman said. 
“For it to get this much recognition 1s 
thrilling, not just for me but for my fam- 
ily.” 

There’s a picture of the real ‘Gittel’, 
her daughter, Newman, and her grandma 
in the back of the book, along with an 
author’s note explaining the truths with- 


in the story. It’s a story about courage, 
taking risks, and faith and it’s something 
that can help kids to learn as well as sup- 
port this who are dealing with immigra- 
tion issues today. 

Newman explains that she was 
inspired to create this book because of 
the amount of immigration stories, cases, 
and situations springing up throughout 
the country in recent years. She had 
hopes for this book to be informative and 
to connect to the reader in a better way 
about this subject matter, the fact that the 
book is being highlighted in a positive 
way is great and thrilling for Newman. 
While it’s classified as a children’s book, 
it’s also informative for young adults 
and adults. Newman has published 75 
books for all ages, and frequently writes 
poetry among books, in fact Newman 
started her career publishing poems in 
‘Seventeen Magazine’. 

She’s proud of her books, and while 
they haven’t all been praised and award- 
ed like ‘Gittel’s Journey: An Ellis Island 
Story’, she enjoys writing these kinds of 
books. This book is a beautiful, emotion- 
al, and truthful story that encourages kids 
to be brave, have faith, and do all they 
can in tough situations. This book has 
been recognized as an important cultur- 
al story and offers a lesson is a fun and 
easy way. While the ceremonies for the 
Awards were cancelled, Newman had a 
celebratory night at home in place of the 
ceremonies. 

“T had a litthe ceremony at home 
with my spouse, we had dinner, got 
dressed up, and I made my speech that I 
prepared for the awards.” Newman said. 
“Tt helped a little bit and it made me feel 
better, in the end of the day what matters 
is that a book so close to my heart was 
honored in such a great way.” 
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or anything else that’s made the past 
two weeks a special time in your home. 
Include full names of the writer or pho- 
tographer, and anyone visible in each 
photo. We’ll print the best entries in 
next week’s newspaper, and in subse- 
quent weeks as the state of emergency 
continues. The best way to contact us is 
at thesun @turley.com. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 








We would also be glad to publish 
Holyoke children’s artwork, essays or 
photos created during the school clo- 
sure. Include the creator’s full name, 
age, and school attended. 

For all submissions, also include 
a telephone number and email address. 
We won’t publish this information, but 
may use it to verify identities or ask 
follow-up questions. Stay safe out there 
— and let us know how you’re doing! 
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AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 


* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 


610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 


Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 


* Badri Z. DebianD.M.D. =» John P. Griffin, D.D.S. 
@ Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. ¢ Robert J. Liptak D.M.D. 


Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D. 
Care Credit Financing Available and 
Most Credit Cards and Dental Plans Accepted 


Lost a loved one... 


Let us help you create a lasting memory 
Flat Markers - Cemetery Monuments « Granite Benches 


s Hadley MA « 413-537- 0197 } 
~ www.scottmonuments.com 
scottmonuments@gmail.com 


Community 


Quality Monuments at Guaranteed Lowest Prices 


South Hadley, MA ¢ 413-537-0197 
www.scottmonuments.com ¢ scottmonuments@gmail.com 
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In The News 


Concerned about youth vaping while schools close? 


By Gail Gramarossa 
Guest columnist 


During these extraordinary times, 
when family life is disrupted by the coro- 
navirus outbreak, schools, organizations, 
and community activities are closed. 
While parents work to establish new rou- 
tines at home and help their teens adapt, 
they may also be thinking about how to 
help their teens quit vaping or smoking. 

Youth are spending more time in the 
house and may be more stressed than 
usual. Parents may especially want to 
encourage quitting because of evidence 
coming out that vaping, like smoking, 
harms the ability of the lungs to fight 
infection. 

Are you concerned that your teen- 
agers may be vaping? What are signs 
to look for? How can you help? Here 
are suggestions from the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance (www.ghsua. 
org) and the Tobacco-Free Community 
Partnerships in Massachusetts to help 
you deal with vaping, including resourc- 
es for learning more. 

QO: What is in e-cigarettes and 
vapes? I hear that it is just flavored 
water. What is so bad about them? 

A: E-cigarettes produce an aerosol, 
commonly called vapor, which users 
inhale from the device and exhale. This 
aerosol may have harmful and potential- 
ly harmful substances. E-cigarettes use 
pre-filled pods or e-liquids/e-juices that 
are added to the device. E-liquids gener- 
ally consist of propylene glycol, glycerin, 
water, nicotine, and flavorings. 

QO: What can I do to prevent my child 
or loved ones from vaping ? 

A: Simply talking with your child 
about these products can help protect 
them. Let them know that you care 
about them and that vaping is not safe. 


Be patient and ready to listen; there is 
no” perfect time” to talk. Your goal is 
to have a conversation, not to deliver a 
lecture. So avoid criticism and encour- 
age an open dialogue. You can start by 
mentioning something that you heard 
about vaping. Tell them the facts: e-ciga- 
rettes contain nicotine; nicotine is a high- 
ly addictive substance. The smoke from 
vapes is an aerosol, not water vapor. The 
aerosol can contain harmful substances. 
The resources below can help you learn 
more. 

QO: How can I tell if my child or 
loved one is vaping ? 

A: Many types of e-cigarettes are 
made to resemble everyday items and 
come in fruity, minty and candy-like fla- 
vors. SO, you may not recognize a vaping 
device or an e-liquid scent. 

Here are subtle signs your child 
might be vaping: 

¢ Unexplained sweet scent — If you 
notice a sweet scent that 1s unexplain- 
able, it might be a flavored e-juice for a 
vaping device. 

¢ Unfamiliar products — If you come 
across unusual looking items such as 
unusual pens or USB drives or an unfa- 
miliar battery or battery charging device, 
they could be associated with vaping. 

The best way to know is to educate 
yourself about the products and to talk 
with your kids. 

QO: How can I encourage youth and 
young adults to quit vaping ? 

A: There are currently two free 
programs available in Massachusetts to 
help youth and young adults quit vaping, 
smoking or using other tobacco products. 

1. This is Quitting powered by truth 
is a texting program for young people 
who want to quit vaping. It is a free, con- 
fidential 30-day program during which 
youth receive texts with information, 


tips and support. They receive daily text 
messages to help them prepare to quit 
and supportive texts from young peo- 
ple who have been through the program. 
To enroll in the program, youth text 
“VapeFreeMass” to 88709. Go to mass. 
gov/quitvaping to learn more. 

2. My Life, My QuitTM 1s a spe- 
cially designed program to help young 
people quit vaping or other tobacco prod- 
ucts. My Life, My QuitTM provides five 
free and confidential coaching sessions 
by phone, live texting, or chat with spe- 
cially-trained youth coach specialists. 
Youth can text “Start My Quit” to 855- 
891-9989 or call toll-free 1-855-891- 
9989 for real-time coaching. They can 
also visit mylifemyquit.com learn more. 

QO: How can I help adults who are 
trying to quit vaping, smoking or using 
other tobacco products ? 

A: Call 1-800-QUIT-NOW to con- 
nect with the Massachusetts Smokers’ 
Helpline. The Helpline is a free and con- 
fidential service for Massachusetts res- 
idents who want help to end their nic- 
otine and tobacco use. If you are look- 
ing to quit tobacco, you can now get 
help from a quit coach over the phone; 
or use online tools and resources; or a 
combination of these online features and 
telephone coaching. You can also enroll 
online using a computer or smartphone at 
KeepTryingMA.org. 

QO: How can I learn more informa- 
tion and stay up-to-date ? 


e Facts about vaping, tips for par- 
ents, and information for schools from 
the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health: https://www.getoutraged.org 

e Basic facts for youth and a list 
of quitting resources for youth: https:// 
www.mass.gov/vaping 


¢ To contact the Tobacco-Free 


Community Partnership in your region of 

Massachusetts: 
http://makesmokinghistory.org/ 

my-community/community-partnerships/ 

To learn more visit: 

¢ GetOutraged.org 

e Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance https://qhsua.org/teen-preven- 
tion/ 

e Or contact Melinda Calianos, 
Program Coordinator, Hampshire 
Franklin Tobacco-Free Community 
Partnership; mcalianos @collaborative. 
org 

Gail Gramarossa, MPH, CHES, 
wrote this article with resources from 
the Hampshire Franklin Tobacco-Free 
Community Partnership and can be 
reached at ggramarossa@townofware. 
com. For more information about local 
efforts to prevent and reduce substance 
use, contact the Quaboag Hills Substance 
Use Alliance. Join them by going to their 
Facebook page, website at www.ghsua. 
org or send email to info@ghsua.org. 

Editor’s note: Gail Gramarossa is a 
member of the Belchertown selectboard. 

If you or a loved one needs help for 
substance abuse, call the statewide infor- 
mation line at 1-800-327-5050 (TTY: 
1-800-439-2370); the phoneline is open 
Monday-Friday 8am-10pm and on week- 
ends from 9am-5pm. You can also visit 
the website: http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/ 
gov/departments/dph/stop-addiction/. 








Notaries can act online during pandemic 


Gov. Charlie Baker on April 27 
signed legislation that authorizes notaries 
public to perform notary actions using 
videoconferencing during the Covid-19 
public health emergency. 

The legislation applies requirements 
for authorized notaries to use electron- 
ic video conferencing for documents 
requiring notarization, including those 
related to a mortgage or other convey- 
ance of title to real estate, will, nomina- 
tion of guardian or conservator, caregiv- 


er authorization affidavit, trust, durable 
power of attorney or health care proxy. 

The legislation, which will remain in 
place until three business days after the 
March 10 state of emergency declaration 
is lifted, requires that the notary public 
and each principal be physically located 
within Massachusetts and communicat- 
ing by live video. It mandates that nota- 
ries to record and retain a copy of the 
videoconference and related documenta- 
tion for a period of 10 years. 
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council that the city was prudent in its 
response to COVID-19. He said the 
emergency response advisory team con- 
vened back in February to begin prepar- 
ing for a potential outbreak. The team 
worked with stakeholders throughout the 
city, including emergency and school 
personnel. 

“T think the early response has made 
a difference here,’ said Morse. 

Prevention, mitigation, and recov- 
ery are the three main pillars the city is 
focused on, Morse told the council. 

In terms of prevention and mitiga- 
tion, he said the contact tracing work has 
been successful and excellent work com- 
municating with emergency personnel, 
area hospitals, and first responders. 

Other mitigation work has included 
distributing Chromebooks to students 
needing access to complete coursework 
from home and providing meals to those 
in need. 

“More than 100 families have part- 
nered with Comcast to be able to get 
six months of Internet access in order to 
complete schoolwork,” said Morse. 

Recovery is not a traditional recov- 
ery, Morse said. 

“There is still going to be prevention 
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and mitigation going on until we have a 
vaccine,” said Morse. 

He did say a lot of the recovery work 
will involve interfacing with state and 
federal officials. 

He addressed deficit spending by 
Springfield. He said Holyoke has not 
reached a point where deficit spending is 
necessary. 

“Our department heads have done a 
great job reallocating funds,” said Morse. 
“There has not been any deficit spending 
in the city yet. This puts the city in a 
good position moving forward.” 

In terms of the city budget, informa- 
tion is rapidly changing, Morse said. 

“We are having continued conversa- 
tions with the Baker administration for 
what kind of aid we could expect,” said 
Morse. 

He said he is waiting for information 
on how much aid could be coming to the 
city in the form of more federal stimulus 
packages. 

He assured the council a proposed 
fiscal year 2021 budget will be filed to 
councilors by the required May 15 due 
date, 45 days before the next fiscal year 
is supposed to start. He noted a proposed 
budget will be filed, but the document 
will be fluid as the situation with the 
pandemic continues. 





Counseling hotline reaches milestone 


On April 24, Mass2-1-1 and its 
Call2Talk emotional support and sui- 
cide prevention hotline reached over 
50,000 calls regarding Covid-19. Mass2- 
1-1 is a program created and staffed 
by the United Ways of Massachusetts, 
and designated by the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency as the 
official hotline for Covid-19. 

“All of us at United Way and 
Mass2-1-1 are proud of our Mass2-1-1 
and Call2Talk call takers for doing such 
an outstanding job over these last 50,000 
Covid-19-related calls from the citizens 


of the commonwealth. As time goes on, 
calls are becoming much more stressful 
and emotional, so stay strong, team!” 
said Paul Mina, executive director of 
Mass2-1-1. 

Any resident of Massachusetts with 
questions about Covid-19 or needs such 
as unemployment or food aid caused by 
the pandemic can call 2-1-1 at any time, 
from any phone in Massachusetts, in 
over 150 languages. 

For more information about the 
United Way of Pioneer Valley, visit 
uWpvV.org. 
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This decision was reached after a 
careful and thoughtful review of the 
guidance from federal, state and local 
officials, the leadership of our host 
communities, and recommendations 
from the CDC and medical commu- 
nity. The conclusion was that cancel- 
ing the 2020 season was necessary for 
the health, safety and well-being of our 
players, coaches, umpires, volunteers, 
fans and host families. 

We understand that this decision 
will result in hardship and disappoint- 
ment to our student-athletes who have 
already lost their college spring base- 
ball season. For this reason, it breaks 
our hearts and runs counter to our com- 
petitive instincts and spirit. However, 
our first priority and obligation must 
always be the health and well-being 
of our players and our community. We 
promise to use this time out, and all of 
our resources, to make our 2021 season 
something truly special for our players, 
coaches and fans. 

We are part of the communi- 
ties that host our member teams. We 
encourage our teams, as organizations, 


individually and working with their 
volunteers, to support community first 
responders and their local business 
sponsors, many of whom are restaurants 
that are going through difficult finan- 
cial times. To show our appreciation to 
our host communities and supporters, 
we will dedicate Opening Day 2021 in 
each of our venues to thank, honor and 
support community organizations and 
first responders who serve on the front 
lines of combating COVID-19. 

The New England Collegiate 
Baseball League is a wooden bat col- 
lege summer league that fields teams 
in all six New England states. Partially 
funded by Major League Baseball, 
the NECBL started play in 1994 and 
enjoyed its 25th-year anniversary sea- 
son last summer. The New England 
League has sent over 150 alumni to the 
Major Leagues and has had nearly 100 
alumni drafted in each of the last 10 
Major League Baseball Drafts. 

The Valley Blue Sox are the main 
local team to Western Massachusetts in 
the NECBL. The Blue Sox have won 
two league championship in 2017 and 
2018, and were in the semifinal round 
in 2019. 





By Dalton Zbierski 
dzbierski@turley.com 


When medical workers leave work 
after fighting the Covid-19 outbreak, one 
group of volunteers is helping keep them 
from infecting their loved ones at home. 

Working in conjunction with 
Baystate Health, the members of RVs 
for Healthcare Heroes MA 1s helping 
healthcare workers self-isolate by tem- 
porarily donating recreational vehicles to 
be parked on the workers’ property and 
used as a kind of quarantine housing. 
Organizer Keith Clancy explained how 
the initiative works. 


“We’re reaching out and finding 
RVs to be donated to employees who are 
exposed to Covid-19 on a daily basis. 
Their concern is what they’re bringing 
home to their families. This helps them 
safeguard their family members who are 
at a significant risk,’ said Clancy. 

Many of the individuals that the 
program assists live with children or 
elderly family members who are signifi- 
cantly vulnerable to the novel corona- 
virus. Baystate Health provides Clancy 
with a list of individuals who need the 
temporary housing, and the community 
group locates available RVs. 

The process is entirely confidential, 


and only limited personal information is 
required to participate. 

Clancy acknowledged that it’s a lot 
to ask an RV owner to lend such a large 
piece of property to a stranger, partic- 
ularly during a pandemic. He compli- 
mented the benefactors who have thus 
far contributed to the program. 

“It’s amazing, the fact that these 
people are stepping up and helping out, 
which we’re using as our tagline. They 
are entrusting these people with signifi- 
cant assets because it’s the right thing to 
do. Their generosity cannot be put into 
words. Our gratefulness can’t be put into 
words,” said Clancy. 


In The News 


RVs needed to help health workers to self-isolate 


Each RV will be professionally san- 
itized before being returned to its owner. 
RVs for Healthcare Heroes MA also pro- 
vides professional help to set up the RV 
at the healthcare worker’s home. 

“We have to consider many things; 
there’s a lot of moving pieces,” he said. 
“When you set up an RV in someone’s 
driveway, you have to get the clearanc- 
es through the town and exemptions to 
any bylaws, and things of that nature. 
We also need to be sure that the septic 
is taken care of. We have entities that 
will come in and pump out the grey and 
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Narcotics recovery groups take their 12 steps to Internet 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@turley.com 


Jeremy F. has been clean from drugs 
and alcohol for 38 years. In that time, 
he’s seen other newcomers go from hit- 
ting rock bottom to living healthy and 
sober. 

Jeremy now serves as the New 
England Regional Web Chair for 
Narcotics Anonymous, and said he 
understands the importance of staying 
connected and spreading the message 
of organizations like NA to people who 
need it. Since the coronavirus outbreak, 
the 73-year-old also has been working 
tirelessly with local groups, enabling 
them to get online. 

“T believe without meetings, addicts 
will die,” Jeremy said. “Especially new- 
comers. I feel a very keen responsibil- 
ity to make sure they get the informa- 
tion. And that meant getting them all the 
Zoom information online for them.” 

While he isn’t worried about his 
own recovery being in jeopardy, he’s 
seen how physical distancing and social 
isolation has affected others. Just last 
week, he received an email through 
NA’s website from a man who said he 
was hitting rock bottom with cocaine 
and really needed help. Jeremy sent a 


note back with information for a Zoom 
meeting happening that night. 

The meetings have also given 
him an opportunity to connect with 
old friends. Jeremy currently lives in 
Carver, near Plymouth in Eastern 
Massachusetts. He used to live in Maine; 
thanks to Zoom, he’s able to log on and 
participate in meetings with his Maine 
NA community and see more familiar 
faces. 

Of the 50 NA groups in Western 
Massachusetts, 13 have migrated online, 
while the other 37 haven’t been meeting, 
he said. Zoom information and a sched- 
ule can be found through the NA New 
England Region website at nerna.org. 

“The way something like NA works 
is a person who learns how to be clean 
can easily tell anyone else their experi- 
ence,’ Jeremy said. “They don’t have to 
be a psychologist, they don’t have to be 
eloquent, they just have to talk about of 
their own experience. And if we don’t 
get together to talk about, to share our 
experience and give other people guid- 
ance and comfort and support, it’s just 
not going to work.” 

Many local Alcoholics Anonymous 
groups have also been meeting vir- 
tually through Zoom. The Area 31 
Intergroup, which covers all of Western 


Massachusetts, has a full schedule and 
Zoom meeting IDs at area3laa.org. 
They’re offered daily, with a variety of 
formats including speaker meetings, 
discussion groups and literature-fo- 
cused groups who read and share from 
texts like the “Big Book” of Alcoholics 
Anonymous and the 12 Steps and 
Traditions. 

Groups like AA and NA follow a 
traditional 12-step process to recovery. 

Other options for people strug- 
gling with addictive behaviors and sub- 
stance misuse disorders include SMART 
Recovery, which stands for Self- 
Management and Recovery Training 
and follows a science-based approach 
emphasizing self-empowerment and 
self-reliance, according to the organiza- 
tion’s website. SMART also offers meet- 
ings daily through Zoom. 

There are also recovery groups 
based in Buddhist principles, including 
Recovery Dharma and Refuge Recovery. 
These groups, along with SMART 
Recovery, address addictions ranging 
from substances like drugs and alcohol 
to behavioral addictions like co-depen- 
dency, eating disorders and sexual mal- 
adaptive behaviors, whereas NA and AA 
groups focus on addictions to particular 
substances. 


One challenge Jeremy and other 
groups have faced is adequately reach- 
ing newcomers, especially those who 
don’t have access to the Internet. 

“Tt used to be with in-person meet- 
ings, people would come in, they’d get 
greeted and in NA it was common to 
hug, sort of like shaking hands in nor- 
mal society,” Jeremy said. “Of course, 
that’s very welcoming to feel like you’re 
hugged and wanted, and people can see 
each other, they can pick up the emo- 
tional tone in the room. At the end of the 
meeting, people mill around, people will 
spot newcomers and go over and talk to 
them, and maybe offer a phone number 
or talk about going out for coffee and ice 
cream. Newcomers really get a chance 
to be drawn into the fellowship. 

“When I was new, I felt a sense of 
being loved. I felt a sense of being real- 
ly wanted. It’s incredibly attractive. It 
made me way to stay. We can do some- 
thing through online meetings, but we 
can’t really duplicate that.” 

Jeremy said recently, he’s been 
attending more meetings than ever. 
While he hasn’t seen anyone identify as 
a newcomer in those half-dozen meet- 
ings, he said he’s glad for the mutual 
support and ability to connect with oth- 
ers in recovery during this difficult time. 
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May 1. Joining Lesser were Mary 
Kay Wydra, president of the Greater 
Springfield Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, and John Doleva, president 
and CEO of the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame. 

“Every family and small business 
has felt pain from this crisis, but we 
know one sector that has been par- 
ticularly hard hit is our vital tourism 
and hospitality industry, which is the 
third largest source of employment for 
Massachusetts families,’ Lesser said. 
“We must all work together to keep 
families safe, stop the spread of this 
virus, and ensure our economy recov- 
ers.” 

According to Wydra, tourism and 
hospitality has been “hard hit” by 
state and local orders closing non-es- 
sential business, limiting gatherings 
to 10 or fewer people and keeping 
six feet of seapration between oth- 
ers. She said since Massachusetts 
Gov. Charlie Baker issued his stay-at- 
home advisory in March, there have 
been 118 pieces of lost business in 
Western Massachusetts, which repre- 
sent business and trade conventions 
at places like the MassMutual Center 
in Springfield and the Eastern States 
Exposition in West Springfield. That 
equates to roughly $49 million in lost 
revenue to the local economy coming 
from sources including food and retail 
vendors and booked hotel rooms. 

“Hopefully the numbers won’t 
keep climbing,” Wydra said. 


Trickle Effect 

But more than just individual busi- 
nesses struggling, Wydra said the shut- 
down also hampers state and municipal 
revenues through sales, meal and occu- 
pancy taxes. 

Doleva, of Wilbraham, said he and 
the staff at the Hall of Fame were look- 
ing forward to re-opening the Hall in 
mid-June, which had been closed starting 
Feb. 5 to complete a multi-million dol- 
lar renovation project. They were also 
looking forward to hosting some of the 
world’s greatest basketball personalities 
for the annual enshrinement ceremony, 
which was set to celebrate the late Kobe 
Bryant, who was killed with his daughter 
and seven others in a helicopter crash in 
January, and who was inducted into the 
Hall in his first year of eligibility. 

“We get 60 percent of our visita- 
tion from Memorial Day to Labor Day,” 
Doleva said, noting the shutdown will 
have a “significant effect” on the Hall. 
“People have a thirst for sports and doing 
things that aren’t necessarily crowds.” 

He said with the Hall of Fame, trade 
shows and other leisure activities closed 
or canceled for the immediate future, the 
impact has and will trickle into other busi- 
nesses. Without assistance, he estimates 
as much as 40 percent of local restaurants 
may not recover from the shutdown. 

“This was a thriving sector,’ Lesser 
said, noting the impact was sudden and 
immediate. “This was speeding along the 
highay and slamming on the brakes.” 


‘Pent-Up Demand’ 
Wydra said that some are projecting 
the economic hit to the travel and tourism 


sector could be as high as nine to 11 times 
worse than that experienced in the after- 
math of 9/11. In Western Mass., she said 
the busiest months are May, August and 
September. At least for now, scheduled 
events have already been canceled into 
August. 

“We are anticipating pent-up 
demand,” Wydra said, expressing her 
hope that once businesses are allowed to 
re-open, spending will resume. 

GSCVB, Wydra said, is approach- 
ing the recovery in three phases: Inspire, 
Inquire and Explore. They are currently 
in the Inspire phase, where the organiza- 
tion is trying to get people to think about 
Western Mass and the varied attractions 
in Downtown Springfield as well the out- 
door recreation opportunities up and down 
the Pioneer Valley. With May 3-9 being 
National Tourism Week, she said the orga- 
nization has created postcards promoting 
the region and are in the process of devel- 
oping a video. The marketing and pro- 
motional materials will promote Western 
Mass. in the New York and Boston mar- 
kets, which compete with the Pioneer 
Valley for tourism dollars. 

With the Inquire phase, she said they 
anticipate folks will begin to travel and 
spend their dollars close to home, and 
ultimately, get out and explore the region 
once more. 

Doleva said one way folks can help 
the local economy is through booking 
events in the region, looking at the fall and 
next summer when life is likely to normal- 
ize. Wydra said individuals can try to help 
businesses at the cash register, utilizing 
the limited services available, as “every- 
one has bills to pay.” 


Opportunity 

Lesser told Turley Publications 
that the closures are designed to help 
prevent the spread of the new coro- 
navirus, but all government officials 
must work to ensure necessary aid 
reaches the people most in need. 

“We need to avoid temporary clo- 
sures from becoming permanent,” he 
said. “I know how urgent this is and 
we are doing everything we possibly 
can.” 

Lesser said his focus has been on 
helping communities and business- 
es get the resources they need to get 
through. A challenge, he noted, is 
that there are parallel crises — health 
and economic — and there is a need to 
address both at the state level. While 
there is a “deep and very severe reces- 
sion,” he said he and his colleagues are 
working together to ensure communi- 
ties and businesses receive the resourc- 
es they need to rebuild on both fronts. 

“We’re going to work together and 
we’re going to overcome,” Lesser said. 
“This is a moment of great test and 
consequence to our whole world.” 

During the live stream session, 
Doleva said the shutdown poses an 
opportunity for the region and state to 
respond together and rebuild. 

“T think this 1s an opportunity to 
show your colleagues and demonstrate 
to all the citizens of the State how 
important hospitality and tourism is 
because it has a lot of jobs, it drives a 
lot of tax revenue, “ he said. “This is 
a real time as we come out of this that 
we can elevate the respect of the hos- 
pitality and tourism industry.” 
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Can my husband get a 
spouse benefit from me? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


ear Rusty: I’m wondering if my hus- 
[) can submit a “restricted applica- 
tion for spousal benefits only.” He is 
76-years-old, has been receiving his benefit 
since 2005. His present benefit is $263.50. I 
am 74-years-old, receiving my benefit since 
2007. My present benefit is $931. Am I to 
understand that he could be receiving half of 
my amount rather than his smaller amount? 
Signed: Inquiring Wife 
Dear Inquiring Wife: Your husband isn’t 
eligible to file a “restricted application for 
spousal benefits only” because he is already 
collecting his own Social Security benefits 
and because he is past 70 years of age. But he 
should probably be receiving a spousal benefit 
from you because his benefit is so much lower 
than yours. From what you’ve written, you 
both claimed your Social Security benefits 
when you were 62 years of age. That means 
you both took a 25 percent cut in benefits from WEB 
what you would have gotten at your full retire- www.sun.turley.com 


men Spousal be é 
Spousal benefits are based upon FRA ben- cea Turley®& 


efit amounts, even if you claimed benefits ear- 


lier. So, since your FRA benefit amount would Home _ Hope Not Al one ee NC. 


have been about $1,164 and your husband’s 
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FRA benefit would have been about $330, by H rs Hehe cated te ae 
my calculations he should now be receiving . ome, I nope not atone. shotographs A aien Haterae 
a spousal benefit of about $516 instead of his Time to forgive... include yourself. submitted for publication. 
benefit of $263.50. The computation for that is: Do something your passionate about. Materials will not be returned 

Trade off told... except upon specific request 
Take half of your FRA benefit amount ($582) when submitted. 


minus your husband’s FRA benefit amount If your down and lonely — Call somebody. 


($330); the difference ($252) is added to his Your important as anyone else in dignity, 

own current benefit ($264) to get $516 as his Now those who get too depr essed, 

possible spousal benefit (note the actual num- No suicide, no drugs and don't escape. A i 

bers from Social Security may vary some- Whatever it is... It will pass. uO eC 
Just remember your worth more. 


what). This probably means that when you 
claimed your benefit two years after your hus- 
band claimed his, your husband didn’t apply 
for his spousal benefit (and it wasn’t awarded 
automatically by Social Security). 

I suggest your husband contact Social 
Security as soon as possible and make an 
appointment to apply for his spousal benefits. 
Since he has been entitled to that benefit for 
some time now, he can also request six months 
of retroactive spousal benefits which they will 
pay in a lump-sum and adjust his monthly 
benefit to what he is entitled to as your spouse. 
There is also a possibility that, when you filed, 
Social Security failed to notify your husband 
he was eligible for a spouse benefit, in which 
case he may be able to collect his spouse ben- 


efit back to the date he became eligible. Your 
husband should contact Social Security direct- C H ae ne O UT AN ee l= 


ly at either 1-800-772-1213, or at your local Letters tO the 


office (find it at www.ssa.gov/locator) to make F di t p j 
an appointment to apply for his spousal benefit : : ItOr | 
from you. And, usually, this application can be U ; ey? U b | | C at | O Nn S OF FO Cy 


accomplished over the phone. Letters to the Editor 


have a maximum of 350 
See SECURITY page 7 www.newspapers.turley.com words. We require writ- 


ers to include their name, 
address and phone num- 
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author- 
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub- 
lished. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega- 
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed. 

Deadline for submis- 
sions is Wednesday at 
noon. 

Think you know what or where it is? Readers are encouraged to submit their guesses to Last week's Please email (pre- 
“Hidden in Holyoke” via email to TheSun@Turley.com. In order to qualify for the weekly nee eee ferred) letters to the- 

aa! ae -_ was a part of the building of ' 
contest, entries must be received by Wednesday at noon for inclusion into Friday’s edition. Lynch School sun@turley.com. Mailed 
Please include your full name with your guess in an email to TheSun @turley.com. If more than on Northampton Street. letters can be sent to The 
one correct answer is received, the names of all those who submitted guesses will be listed. sun, 24 Water Street, 
For more information, contact The Holyoke Sun at 413-283-8398. Palmer, MA 01069. 


Lots of people love you... 
And will be there. 
Remember, your heart more important than negative thought. 
Talk to God in prayer. 
There is always a tradeoff in this life. 
Ask God for righteous values and good decisions. 
Find someone to uplift you, nourish you, motivate you in integrity. 
Ill say a prayer too! 
God loves you! 


OF NOTE 


“Our attitudes control 
our lives. Attitudes are 
a secret power working 
twenty-four hours a 
day, for good or bad. 
It is of paramount 


Before You said: I’m sorry — He has forgiven you. importance that 

Peace love and Joy and especially “Happy Mothers Day” to all Mothers. we know how to 
Make their day “Special.” harness and control 

this great force.” 
Thomas J. Kennedy 
Holyoke poet—International Irving Berlin 











Each week, The Holyoke Sun will feature a photo of a distinctive place, landmark, 
sculpture, sign or other recognizable object located somewhere in the city. 
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gus crowns for Mother’s Day! When I 

think back I laugh on the inside think- 
ing of just how perfect a gift it was. Some 
women get jewelry and I get asparagus. 
Good thing my husband knows that I 
wouldn’t have wanted it any other way. 
Just yesterday we walked around the yard 
and remarked at the tiny spears popping 
up; it was honestly a very nice memory 
associated with a special day. In the event 
you are the lucky recipient of asparagus 
crowns this Sunday, or if you are simply 
in the market to install a bed of this vege- 
table, read on. 

Once asparagus is planted it will 
return, season after season for many 
years, perhaps 20 or more. Keep this in 
mind when choosing the location of your 
asparagus patch...you may have to live 
with your decision a long time. Some 
gardeners prefer to prepare a site separate 
from the vegetable garden while others 
locate it within the main gardening space. 
Each has its pros and cons. With the later 
approach, the bed can be inspected during 
the entire growing season, not only when 
the plants are productive. If you take this 


|: was four years ago that I got aspara- 


Why | think of asparagus on Mother’s Day 


approach keep in mind that the 


advice recommends planting 


ferny foliage gets quite tall by CG ARDEN the crowns in trenches 8 to 
summer, so site it in the north- 10 inches deep. It is helpful 


ern most row of the garden so 
that it won’t shade out other 
plants. By planting the aspar- 
agus in a separate location 
you can also better cater to the 
plants’ unique needs. 

In order to thrive, aspar- 
agus plants require full sun, 
fertile soil, a neutral pH, and a 
weed-free bed. If time allows 
prepare the site in the fall prior to spring 
planting by removing the sod from grassy 
areas and by making the necessary adyjust- 
ments to the soil with the addition of lime 
and balanced organic fertilizers. A soil 
test will determine accurate amounts for 
your site. 

Once asparagus crowns have been 
purchased you shouldn’t wait too long to 
plant them or they will dry out. At first 
look, the roots look like fleshy white ten- 
tacles of an octopus radiating out from its 
head! If planting ASAP is unlikely store 
them in moist sphagnum moss until you 
are able to get them in the ground. New 


ee ea 
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to incorporate additional lime 
and bone meal thoroughly 
into the bottom of the planting 
furrow. Set plants on small 
mounds of soil 12 to 18 inches 
apart in the row and cover with 
2 inches of soil. As the spears 
poke through this first layer 
of soil and begin to fern out, 
gradually fill in the trench with 
a mixture of soil and finished compost. It 
should take six weeks for the furrow to be 
completely filled in. Water regularly and 
topdress with fertilizer in August of the 
first year and every spring thereafter. A 
thick application of compost at this time 
will also enhance fertility, while liming 
annually will help keep the pH neutral. 
New studies indicate that spears can 
be harvested for a week long period the 
year after planting. Simply cut with a 
sharp knife at the soil surface. The fol- 
lowing year expand your harvest to four 
weeks; by year three a full harvest season 
of eight weeks is possible. After harvest 


let the foliage grow, once winter killed 
it can be cut back and removed from 
the garden site in case it harbors insect 
eggs. Good hygiene and hand picking 
will reduce populations of the asparagus 
beetle and other culprits of the asparagus 
patch. 

My husband lovingly broke his back 
helping me clear the sod and remove 
the stones, shall I say boulders, from the 
area destined to be the asparagus patch. 
Maybe by Sunday the spears will be tall 
enough to harvest, that would be neat, 
indeed. And what about this year’s gift? 
Well along the same theme I have a proj- 
ect up my sleeve. A new picket fence 
perhaps! 

Here’s wishing everyone out there a 
Happy Mother’s Day! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For the 
last 28 years, she has held the position 
of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 





assachusetts 
Audubon Society 
reported two sand- 


hill cranes in a field in 
Ashfield. 

The sandhill crane is a 
heron-like bird that is about 
45 inches long. It has a dark, 


really picked up at noon. I 
hope we make it through 
this storm without any 
power outages.” She also 
said, “I am staying at home, 
not going anywhere. Being 
at home, I am also enjoy- 
ing my springtime flowers. 





red patch on its forehead. 
The feathers are gray with 
some rusty-colored ones on 
its back and wings. Preening 
its feathers with iron-laden 
mud possibly causes this. 

Sandhill cranes form large flocks in 
winter and during migration. Courtship 
displays are often seen during migration 
and involve graceful leaps off the ground 
as if dancing. Sandhill cranes summer on 
prairies and tundra. In winter, they feed 
on agricultural fields. 


West Brookfield birds 

A West Brookfield resident said she 
had “yellow” goldfinches, bluebirds, car- 
dinals, red-winged blackbirds, blue jays 
and lots of woodpeckers. She has a sanc- 
tuary in her backyard. She said she also 
saw a fisher cat under her window and it 
took one of her chickens. She wanted to 
warn residents to keep their cats indoors 
due to the fisher cats. She also has a fox 
with kits. 


Barre birds 

A Barre couple took a walk and saw 
a flock of red-winged blackbirds at the 
swampy area on Gilbert Road not too 
far from the intersection of Gilbert and 
Phillipston Roads. She said, “They were 
beautiful. I had not seen a flock of them 
before.” 

Oakham resident 

I received an email from an Oakham 
resident. She said, “I am enjoying the 
birds, by watching them and listening 
to them sing. On nice days, I have been 
opening my windows to let 
the fresh air in. Today 
my windows are MO 


closed, but I (i ea 


can hear 
still them \ 
sing in » 
between 
the wind 
gusts. 
Wow, 
the winds 


Ellenor Downer 








Over the past month, I got 
to watch them pop up out of 
the ground and now they are 
blooming. I have bold bright 
yellow with the daffodils and 
the forsythia, and tiny purple flowers 
here and there.” 


Ware resident 

A Ware resident has been attracting 
birds for 30-plus years at his home about 
a mile from Windsor Dam. He has open 
field, pine groves and deciduous trees 
around his house, as well as a brook. The 
different habitats attract many different 
bird varieties including: juncos, robins, 
chickadees, tufted titmice, goldfinch, 
grackles, hairy woodpeckers, red-breast- 
ed woodpeckers, downy woodpeckers, 
pileated woodpeckers, pine warblers, 
white-breasted nuthatch, phoebes, purple 
finches, chipping sparrows, house spar- 
rows, brown creeper, cerulean warbler, 
bluebird, red-breasted nuthatch, hawks, 
turkeys and more. He has about 40 tur- 
keys in his yard from October until about 
April, then they return to the woods. 


Juncos and hummingbirds 
The last day I saw a dark-eyed junco 
was Thursday, April 23. For over a week, 
I only saw one male dark-eyed junco. 
Now that the junco headed north, I will 
clean my nectar feeder and boil sugar 
and water for the ruby-throated hum- 
mingbirds. I mix a one to four sugar 
water mix and then boil it to make sure 
all the sugar dissolves. Usually, I see 
hummingbirds around Mother’s Day. 
People may report a bird sight- 
ing or bird-related experi- 


a ence by calling me at 


=— 413-967-3505, leav- 
~ \Y ing a message 
at extension 
100 or email- 
ing myback- 
yard&8& @ 
aol.com or 
edowner@ 
turley.com. 





Paula Ouimette, the author’s daughter, drew this sandhill crane. 


SE CURI ly, from page 6 


Please note that all of the above 
assumes that your husband’s current 
benefit isn’t being reduced due to a 
non-covered pension which causes the 
Windfall Elimination Provision to lower 
his benefit amount, and which would 
cause the Government Pension Offset 
to severely alter, or even eliminate, his 
spousal benefit. 

This article is intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not repre- 
sent legal or financial guidance. It pres- 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Expression of 
sorrow or pity 

5. Not bad 

11. NYC Mayor 

14. Essays 

15. Walk lightly 

18. Those who utilize 

19. Actress Judd 

21. One-time 
community of 
nations 

23. Norwegian river 

24. Unconscious states 

28. Make muddy 

29. Unit of volume 

30. Consciousnesses 

32. Envision 

33. When you aim to 
get there 

35. Electronic data 


processing 
36. Passports are some 
39. Snakelike fish 
41. Military flyers (abbr.) 
42. Popular computers 
44. Ecological stage 
46. Wings 
47. Used in combination 
49, Laid back 
52. Princess’s headgear 
56. Musical composition 
58. Famed Falls 
60. Reiterations 
62. Eras 
63. Track event 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Defensive nuclear 
weapon (abbr.) 

2. Instead 

3. Gifts for the poor 


& ie) N 
© io) ol 
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ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a ques- 
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda- 
tion.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 


pp prey 


on NS wo No 
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34. Brew 

36. Religious leader 

37. Indigo bush 

38. Burn with a hot 
liquid 

AO. Jr.’s father 

43. Ray-finned fish 
genus 

45. Morning 

48. Straight line passing 
from side to side 
(abbr.) 

50. S-shaped line 

51. Small bunch of hay 

53. Ripened 

54. Crater on Mars 

55. Humanities 

57. Of the ears 

58.To the degree 

59. Wood 

61. Cools your home 


4. A type of gin 

5. Torments 

6. One point south of 
due east 

7. Actor Pacino 

8. Feline 

9. Chinese dynasty 

10. Short cries for help 

12. Straits can 
sometimes be this 

13. Further 

16. Variety shows 

17. Supernatural 

20. A university in 
Connecticut 

22. Atomic #27 

25. Of | 

26. We all have one 

2/. Religious guilds 

29. This can sting 

31. Sunscreen rating 


CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 13 
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> In The News 


With a stay-at-home advisory in 
effect during the coronavirus emergency, 
Massachusetts residents are spending a 
lot of time in their gardens and yards. 
How many people know what to do if 
they find a baby bird, a nest of newborn 
bunnies, or another young animal in their 
yard this spring? 

The arrival of spring means the 
arrival of young wildlife. Every year, the 
lives of young creatures are disturbed 
by people who take young animals from 
the wild in a well-intentioned attempt 
to “save” them, but this often does more 
harm than good. The Massachusetts 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife recent- 
ly reminded residents that young wildlife 
belong in the wild and should be left 
alone. 

Finding a young animal alone does 
not mean it’s been abandoned or needs to 
be rescued. Adult animals are often near- 
by and visit their young only occasional- 
ly, to avoid detection from predators. 

Nearly all wild birds and mam- 
mals are protected by law; they may not 
legally be taken from the wild or kept 
as pets. Most people quickly find that 
they can’t properly care for young wild- 
life, and many animals soon die in the 
hands of people trying to help. Young 
wildlife removed from the wild are also 
denied important natural learning expe- 
riences which help them survive on their 
own. Even if these animals are eventually 
released back into the wild, their chances 
of survival are reduced. Often, the care 
given to young wildlife results in the ani- 
mal forming an attachment to humans, 
and it may return to places where people 
live, only to be attacked by domestic 
animals or hit by cars. With little fear 
of humans, once-tamed wildlife may 


Take care, keep wild animals wild 





If you find a fawn, MassWildlife recommends leaving it alone, even if it is seen alone for a few 


days. 


become nuisances or injure people. 

¢ If a baby bird is found: While baby 
birds may look helpless, they do not need 
assistance unless there are clear signs 
of injury, like a broken wing. If a hatch- 
ling or nestling (a young bird without 
feathers) 1s found outside the nest, try 
to return it to its nest or create an arti- 
ficial nest. The parents will not reject it 
if it is touched. If a fledgling (a young, 
fully feathered bird) is found outside the 
nest, leave it alone. While it is spend- 
ing some time hopping around on the 
ground learning how to fly, the parents 
are usually nearby still taking care of 
it. If a fledgling is found near a road or 
exposed to danger, it can be moved to a 
safer, sheltered location nearby. Young 
birds naturally have a low survival rate, 


_LaFlammes 
GREENHOUSES 
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Gorgeous 
Hanging Plants 


MOM’S OWN a 
HERB GARDEN! ‘' 
Buy 5 herb plants 
Get the 
6th one FREE! 
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which keeps populations in balance with 
available resources. 

e If a fawn is found: Young deer 
are born in late May and early June. 
Even if a fawn is seen alone for several 
days, leave it alone. The animal may be 
motionless and seem vulnerable, but this 
is the normal behavior for a fawn and the 
mother (doe) is probably feeding or bed- 
ded nearby. Fawns are safest when left 
alone, because their camouflaging color 
helps them remain undetected. Does visit 
their fawns to nurse very infrequently, a 
behavior that helps fawns avoid detec- 
tion by predators. If sympathetic people 
repeatedly visit a fawn, it can prolong 
separation from the doe and delay need- 
ed feeding. Fawns cannot be cared for by 
wildlife rehabilitators; if a fawn is visibly 
injured or found with its dead mother, 
call Mass Wildlife at 508-389-6300. 

e If bunnies or other young mam- 
mals are found: Generally, young mam- 
mals are visited by their mother only a 


Family Owned 


TJ. 


few times a day, to avoid attracting pred- 
ators to the young. For example, a nest of 
bunnies will only be visited by the adult 
female twice per day, to nurse the young. 
The young are generally safe when left 
alone, because their color patterns and 
lack of scent help them remain undetect- 
ed. In most cases, it’s best to leave young 
animals alone. 

e Keep pets leashed. Keeping pets 
indoors or restrained helps wildlife, as 
pets often like to chase and hunt song- 
birds and other mammals. This also helps 
the pets avoid health and safety dangers 
posed by wild animals, other pets, or 
automobiles. 

¢ Contact a wildlife rehabilitator for 
advice. In almost all cases, it’s best to 
leave wildlife alone and let nature take 
its course. In the rare case of a young 
animal with a dead parent, or there are 
visible signs of injury, contact a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitator for assistance. 
An injured wild animal may be assist- 
ed, but a person must deliver the animal 
immediately to a licensed rehabilitator. 
MassWildlife licenses wildlife rehabili- 
tators who are qualified to care for most 
injured or truly orphaned wildlife. 





A baby bird on its own probably doesn’t need 
assistance, unless it has a broken wing. 
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Big Sale On Flats! i... 


OPEN 7 DAYS ¢ Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm e Sun. 8am-6pm 
863 Montgomery Street, Chicopee, MA - 413-533-8680 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE IN 


PORTERHOUSE 
or T-BONE § $799 
Ib 


STEAKS 
"2 [lb FAMILY PAK USDA INSP. 

FRESH BONELESS 
BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 


SPOON ROAST S99 
or STEAKS “5 Ib 


USDA INSP. 
FROZEN - BRINED 


SPLIT TURKEY —, 


1° 


BUY DIRECT FOR 
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PORK SHOULDER PICNIC. 99°, 
USDA INSP. FRESH 

MTALIAN SAUSAG 
ECGS... mene 9942 


USDA INSP. ¢ BUTCHER WAGON $499 


BONELESS HAM STEAKS 


me SLICED IN OUR DELI oa 


USDA INSP 


ROAST BEEF ..essesssssans DO 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ......°<> 


USDA INSP ¢ REGENT Ss 


CREAM CHEESE 80Z susmunnnue each 


We reserve the right to limit quantities. 
NEW EXTENDED HOURS: 
Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 


ALL VARIETIES 


eEi@ 90meat.com 
SALE DATES: 5/7/20 - 5/13/20 
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USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS & SKINLESS 

CHICKEN BREAST wQ9 
USDA INSP. FROZEN Ss 99 
CHICKEN LEG 1/4’S....2v2 °° 
USDA INSP. FROZEN TRIDENT S 99 
FRESH SALMON BITES zzzets 


USDA INSP. |QF FROZEN 


DIAMOND REEF $4 
RAW SHRIMP 22 20. 


90 Meat Outlet 


SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION ¢ SERVICE 


90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 
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18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine e Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar ° Red, Black & Brown 
Playground ¢ Forest Blend « Topsoil ° Seasoned Firewood dl facebook. 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 


Home Improvement Specials 


Premium Grade Railroad Ties 
$24 ea, or 20 for $400 


8x40” Wood Grain Porcelain Tile 
5 color choices @ $1.49/saft 


24x48" Jumbo Porcelain Tile 
3 choices @ $1.49/saft 


2x6"x12’' Alaskan Yellow Cedar 


Extra-knotty grade 
Great for raised garden beds 
$27 ea 


James Hardie Cement Shakes 
$195/square 
3 colors to choose from 


TAMINI Lnbor 2 Gre 


Conveniently Socated on toute 32 in Adhiol 
Te 249-2206 


Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


99 
ea 


16/20 CT \smmnnnne 


SPORTS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


Summer leagues now oo into question 


Following the closure 
of spring sports, many 
summer leagues are 
being forced to do the 
same 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION -— In just a short 
period of time, the landscape 
of even summer sports has now 
changed with a number of base- 
ball leagues cancelling play and 
others postponed indefinitely 
while the leagues wait out the 
“surge.” 

But in the case of some 
very talented athletes, the 2020 
baseball season has been com- 
pletely shuttered. 

First, it was the postpone- 
ment of Major League Baseball 
along with the complete can- 
cellation of spring sports for 
the collegiate level. Now, two 
of the most prominent college 
leagues have cancelled their 
seasons for the summer, citing 
the risks involved for the league 
as a whole. 

The Cape Cod Baseball 
League and the New England 
Collegiate Baseball League 
have cancelled their 2020 cam- 
paigns, which were set to start 
in June. The cancellation leaves 
no opportunities for teams to 
play at all in the 2020 season. 
The summer leagues, like col- 
lege season were often an addi- 
tional place for star athletes to 
get exposure, play against some 
of the best competition in the 
country, and receive additional 
looks for scouts from the major 
leagues. 

The cancellation of base- 
ball has also filtered down to 
the high school and youth levels 
as well. 

With parks and recreation 
activities shut down, baseball 
and softball is shut down at the 
youth level. Spring sports were 
cancelled last week at the high 
school level, and even recre- 
ational softball leagues have 


bx) sports@turley.com 


been completely shut down. 
There are still some leagues 
that are hopeful. 

Like high school athlet- 
ic directors, many recreation- 
al leagues have begun making 
shortened schedules or mod- 
ified schedules that would 
accommodate play once fields 
are opened up. 

However, as the 
Surge remains present in 
Massachusetts, it is hard to 
forecast when play in many 
leagues will open up. 

The Pioneer Valley 
Summer Soccer League is open 
to holding a modified sched- 
ule if needed, but it 1s also still 
holding out hope to holding its 
regular season as scheduled. 
The season typically starts in 
the third week of June. 

Depending on how the 
re-opening plan is phased, there 
is still a possibility of that, or a 
better possibility of the season 
going deeper into the summer. 

One league that teenag- 
ers were hopeful would not be 
cancelled is American Legion 
baseball. However, that may 
be the case after the chairman 
of District 3 recommended 
the season be cancelled. Most 
area teams, such as Agawam, 
Belchertown, Wilbraham, 
Aldenville, and Monson play 
in District 3. There are also sev- 
eral Junior Legion teams in the 
area, with Holyoke set to rejoin 
the ranks. 

The American Legion 
had cancelled its regional and 
national tournaments, but there 
was hope its regular season 
would take place in areas that 
were deemed safe from major 
coronavirus outbreaks. The 
national tournament was set to 
take place late in the summer in 
North Carolina. 

The stay-at-home adviso- 
ry along with the non-essen- 
tial business closure remains 
in effect through May 18. It 1s 
not known if the order will be 
lifted, but a re-opening plan is 
supposed to be submitted by a 
committee on that date. 


ys) @turleysports 


College baseball will not be played in the area as 
the NECBL cancelled its season. The Valley Blue 


Sox are based in Holyoke. 


_£ acebook.com/turleysports 





www.sports.turley.com 
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Recreational leagues like the Valley Wheel Baseball 
League and the Quabbin Valley League are all on hold 


waiting to see if Massachusetts “re-opens.” 





Senior athletes to be highlighted 
in coming weeks 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The Turley Publications 
sports department is looking to 
honor the senior athletes who 
have had their spring seasons 
cancelled by the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Over the next several 
weeks, the sports section will 
have stories and photos about 
the various spring sports teams 


that were never even able to 
have a practice, and eventually 
saw their full season cancelled. 

We will be talking with 
spring coaches and athletic 
directors, but would also love to 
hear from senior players about 
their feelings about the spring 
season being cancelled. 

We hope to also publish 
action photos of seniors from 
previous seasons, though par- 
ents and coaches are encour- 


aged to send photos of seniors 
they would like to see published 
in the upcoming editions of the 
paper. 

All submissions can be 
made to Sports Editor Gregory 
A. Scibelli at sports @turley. 
com. In the subject line, please 
identify the school and sport 
you are writing in about. Senior 
athletes are also encouraged to 
write in to talk about the season 
that wasn’t. 





Claremont Speedway 
event cancelled 


REGION — Tri Track 
Open Modified Series 
officials announced on 
Saturday, in collaboration 
with Claremont Speedway, 
that the event originally 
scheduled for May 24 will 
not happen as scheduled. 

New Hampshire 
Governor Chris Sununu 
released new guidance for 
the state on Friday that 
will not allow gatherings to 


occur for the race event. 

The Tri Track Open 
Modified Series continues 
to keep the safety of our 
race teams, drivers, staff 
and fans in mind with deci- 
SiONS. 

We will provide addi- 
tional guidance around the 
2020 schedule once it 1s 
available. Our intention 1s 
to hit the track for action 
this season. 
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Thunderbirds Foundation announces fundraising drive 


SPRINGFIELD — Today, the 
Springfield Thunderbirds Foundation 
announced the start of its “From the 
Heart” campaign, which will feed essential 
workers at non-profits, medical facilities, 
and public safety organizations over the 
coming ten weeks. The campaign kicked 
off today with monetary donations of 
$500 to both the Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts and Holyoke Medical 
Center. Holyoke Medical Center will use 
the funds to purchase food for its medical 
staff. 

“We are excited to announce our 
‘From the Heart’ campaign and we are 
honored to support our first two recipients. 
Food insecurity during this time is a seri- 
ous issue and the Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts is leading the charge to 
combat this across the region. Holyoke 
Medical Center has also stepped up in a 
big way for the residents of Holyoke and 
has gone the extra mile in treating our Vets 


in the Holyoke Soldier’s Home. 
We are truly grateful for all 
these two organizations 
are doing for our com- 
munity,” said Nathan 
Costa, President of the 
Springfield Thunderbirds. 

The announcement of 
the “From the Heart’ cam- 
paign comes on the heels of 
successful food deliveries to Mercy and 
Baystate Medical Centers in mid-April. 
Stephen Cincotta, a member of the 
Thunderbird’s local ownership group, saw 
the impact these donations had on front- 
line medical staff and reached out to the 
T-Birds Foundation with a generous dona- 
tion to extend the program to other organi- 
zations in western Massachusetts. 

‘When I saw the reaction of the doc- 
tors, nurses, and other hospital staff to 
the food deliveries and their pictures with 
Boomer, I knew we could be doing more to 







spread a little joy and good will to 
others on the front lines of this 
pandemic. I am proud 
to support the work of 
the T-Bird’s Foundation 
and grateful to the men and 
women who are working 
every day to keep us same 
from harm,’ said Cincotta, 
President and CEO of Clinical 
Research Management Group (CRMG). 
With the campaign’s launch, the 
T-Bird’s Foundation will deliver food 
to a new organization each week for the 
next ten weeks to thank front-line work- 
ers making an impact in the community. 
The Foundation broadened the reach of 
its program to recognize the many diverse 
fields that are contributing the fight against 
COVID-19. 
“During this time of great need in our 
region, we are extremely grateful to the 
support we have received across the com- 


munity to help our neighbors at risk of 
hunger,’ said Jillian Morgan, Corporate 
Relations Officer for the Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts. “The Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts remains com- 
mitted to feeding all of our neighbors in 
need and is taking proactive steps to pro- 
tect those who rely on our services. Your 
support keeps meals on the table during 
these challenging times.” 

Meals will be sourced from many of 
the T-Birds corporate partners, including 
the 99 Restaurant & Pub, Buffalo Wild 
Wings, Theodore’s Booze, Blues & 
BBQ, Krazy Jake’s, Frigo’s Foods, Texas 
Roadhouse, Burger King, Kentucky Fried 
Chicken, Dunkin’ Donuts and Nathan 
Bill’s Bar & Restaurant. 

Individuals interested in support- 
ing the campaign can contribute to the 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation directly: https:// 
www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/char1- 
ty/3391100. 





Valley Wheel looking for new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over- 
30 Baseball League is seeking new play- 
ers for the upcoming 2020 season. The 
league is seeking players ages 28 and up. 
Players turning 28 this year are eligible. 
However, only players 30 and older can 
pitch. The league plays 15 regular season 
games with games being held mostly 
on Sundays with a couple of weekday 
games thrown in the mix as well as a 
special Mother’s Day Saturday game in 
early May. However, due to the current 
circumstances, the league schedule has 
been pushed back. The league still plans 


In The News 


to play its season once bans on gath- 
erings are lifted. The league is built on 
comradery, fair play, and having a good 
time with friends. If interested in try- 
ing out, go to www.valleywheelbaseball. 
com. The rules of the league and new 
player forms can be found on the site. 
For further information, you can contact 
the league’s commissioner, Jim Nason 
at wheell2@comcast.net or call him at 
(413) 433-4308. Tryouts will be take 
place as soon as conditions are allowed, 
but new player applications are still 
being accepted. 


roster spots. 





going forward. 


Last year, the league voted to allow 
players age 28 and 29 to be able to 
join the league, though players under 
30 are not eligible to pitch. The cost 
of the league this season is $192. For 
returning and new players, sign-ups 
have been placed on hold until a deter- 
mination has been made on the season 


Sign-ups on hold for Quabbin League 


REGION —- The Quabbin Valley 
Over-30 Baseball League is seeking 
new players for 2020 season. The 
league has six teams, several with open 


The league is hopefully to begin 
play sometime in June or July. The sea- 
son is 15 regular season games plus 
at least one playoff game. A modified 
schedule is being worked on by league 
officials. Games are nine innings and 
metal (BBCOR -3) or wood bats are 
allowed. Fields locations are through- 
out Western Mass. 

For more information on the 
league, or if you are interested in reg- 
istering, go to https://www.quabbinval- 
leybaseball.org/. The league is also in 
Facebook. 


National Arson Awareness Week is May 3 to 9 


Fire investigations 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey 
announced that National Arson 
Awareness Week is May 3-9, 2020. This 
year’s theme, First Responders: Fire 
Investigations, Arson Laws and Youl, 
highlights the crucial role that firefighters 
can play in a successful fire investigation. 
Firefighters are not just first responders 
to the fire, but to the fire investigation as 
well. 

Firefighters are the eyes and ears of 
the professionals who investigate fires. 
As with any structure, the foundation is 
the most important part and firefighters 
lay the foundation for the scene exam- 
ination. What they saw when they first 
responded to the fire, what suppression 
tactics they used, and what they observed 
after the fire, can all be useful clues for 
fire investigators. It 1s important for fire- 
fighters to understand that overhaul can 


affect the forensic fire scene examination. 
Delaying overhaul whenever possible 
until the fire investigators arrive on scene 
is helpful. 

Firefighters can learn more about 
their important role in fire investigation 
at the U.S. Fire Administration’s Arson 
Awareness Week webpage. The public 
can find information on how to prevent 
arson in their neighborhood by going to 
the Department of Fire Service’s Arson 
Awareness Week webpage. 


Team concept of fire investigation 

Massachusetts has been using the 
team concept of fire investigation since 
the early 1980s. Specially trained State 
Police officers, assigned to the Office 
of the State Fire Marshal, work col- 
laboratively with local fire and police 
department investigators, and when 
appropriate, agents from the federal 


Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives. This has increased the 
knowledge and awareness of frontline 
firefighters so they may be more keenly 
aware of what to look for and how their 
tactics can affect the fire investigation. 
Fire and police train together at both the 
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 
and the National Fire Academy using 
the National Fire Protection Association 
Standard 921 for fire investigation. This 
training prepares them for the teamwork 
of a fire investigation. 


Accelerant detection canines 

The State Police Fire and Explosion 
Investigation Section, assigned to the 
Office of the State Fire Marshal, has sev- 
eral teams of trained accelerant detec- 
tion canines and handlers. These working 
dogs have noses that are over a hundred 
times more sensitive than the human 


sense of smell and are trained to detect 
all types of ignitable liquids that could be 
used to start or spread a fire. The dogs are 
trained using a “food reward” method. 
They are hand fed small amounts of food 
many times a day after detecting ignitable 
liquids during training or at a fire scene. 
The dogs and their handlers work or train 
every day and never get a day off. 


Statistics 

In 2018, 551 arson fires were report- 
ed to the Massachusetts Fire Incident 
Reporting System, accounting for 2 
percent of total fires. The 134 structure 
arsons, 78 motor vehicle arsons, and 339 
outside and other arsons caused four 
civilian deaths (accounting for 9 percent 
of civilian fire deaths), one fire service 
death, 13 civilian injuries and 43 fire ser- 
vice injuries. The estimated property loss 
from arson was $5.5 million. 





t’s official. UFOs do exist. 

Whether they are natu- 

al phenomena, unknown 
human technology or the work- 
ings of some advanced life- 
forms from beyond this world 
are questions that remained 
unanswered, but what is unde- 
niable is that there are unknown 
objects — now referred to as 
unidentified aerial phenomena — 
in the skies above. 

This surprising news broke early 
last week, when the Pentagon official- 
ly released three videos showing UAPs 
recorded using infrared cameras. The vid- 
eos had already been released by a pri- 
vate company in 2017 and 2018, and the 
U.S. Navy had acknowledged them in 
September of 2019. But now the videos 
are available for all of the public to view. 
For a life-long observer of the natural 
world and lover of the unexplained like 
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Tyler W 


High flying excitement 


myself, the news is remarkable 
and exciting. 

As a young boy, I 
immersed myself in the pages 
of books like Jerome Clark’s 
“Unexplained,” essentially an 
encyclopedia of unexplained 
sightings and phenomena 
across the globe, as well as TV 
shows like “In Search Of.” If 
it had to deal with hauntings, 
extraterrestrial life or strange 
creatures like Bigfoot, you can be sure I 
likely watched intently. 

Certainly, with age and the devel- 
opment of analytical skills, my opinions 
have shifted some. Eyewitness testimony 
is well-known for being flawed and easily 
manipulated, and there are some very unre- 
liable and outlandish claims. But I do find 
interesting the number of similar reports 
made over the years regarding all phenom- 
ena, and I have always held out hope we 





itkop 


would get answers. 

Sadly, the recent news does nothing to 
answer the all-important question humanity 
has sought for millennia: Are we alone in 
the Universe? 

Perhaps even more striking is that the 
announcement barely seemed to raise eye- 
brows or cause the type of pandemonium 
science fiction writers and policymakers 
predicted over generations. In fact, if you 
weren’t paying attention, you easily could 
have missed it. I almost did. Trumping the 
announcement has been news of the novel 
coronavirus and who will replace Tom 
Brady as quarterback of the New England 
Patriots. 

It’s as though the people are saying 
“Yeah, of course there are UFOs. Tell us 
what we don’t know.’ To be fair, that sen- 
timent is correct, as regardless of origin, 
the objects in the video are unknown in 
origin and flying in the sky, recorded and 
observed by military pilots. 


CNN reports the Pentagon previous- 
ly studied recordings of encounters with 
unknown objects as part of a classified 
program that was launched at the request 
of former Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada. The 
program, which started in 2007, ended in 
2012, after an assessment determined there 
were higher priorities that needed funding. 

Hopefully the videos lead to a 
renewed interest in space and the natural 
world. Giving me hope, anyway, is that 
people aren’t running in fear from what 
can’t be explained and that leans toward 
the heart of scientific discovery and explo- 
ration in general. Without fear, we can 
increase understanding of life anywhere 
in the Universe and make new technologi- 
cal breakthroughs. That is truly out of this 
world. 


Tyler Witkop is the editor of the 
Chicopee Register and The Wilbraham- 
Hampden Times. 









WORD SCRAMBLE 


Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to Mother’s Day. 


NLCHU 


JUL 


YyounTy -AIMSUY 


Guess Wha? 


lam an R&B singer born in Michigan 
on May 13, 1950. At a young age, | 
suffered an illness that led to blindness. 
That didn’t stop me from signing with 
Motown Records at age 11. | have 
recorded more than thirty top 10 hits 
during my career. 


AIPUOM A1aIS -AaMsuy 


ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20 


Confusion may come into the equation this 





week, Aries. In an effort to make sense of 
the situation, you seek the advice of others. 


Solve the code to discover words related to Mother’s Day. 
Each number corresponds to a letter. 
(Hint: 6 = 0) 


22 69 13 23 21 


Clue: Female parent 


Dont try to be in control; relax and let it 
run its course. 

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 

You are on call for the next several days, 
Taurus. You are ready to spring into action. 
Just use a little caution when choosing 
which projects to take on. 

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

It may be challenging to get to the heart 
of the matter between friends, Gemini. 
As hard as you try, solving this will take 


26 16 19 9 


Clue: Present 


13 6 20 6 21 


Clue: Show respect for time. Be patient and consider any and all 


information. 
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 


Cancer, enjoy a week in which you indulge 


s1amoyf ‘gq souo0y ‘dD Lis ‘gq sayjow "y :slamsuy 


19 4 6 3 23 21 14 


Clue: Colorful blooms 


MOTHER'S DAY WORD SEARC 


in some of your favorite pastimes that have 
been on the back burner for awhile. Now is 
the perfect time to have a little fun and let 
loose. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 


You may be concerned with some people in 
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your immediate circle, Leo. If you suspect 

















N B LN ¥Y BM P R E S EN T S LBS R C something is amiss, team up with a spiritual 
MA Y V B OH OV WV A LH RS LD T T OL ADOPTED leader or another helper. 
DMQs cFLCTODTGWPENV NF M pena VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 
OK V ¥Y S E EA QH IW O G F F S E D T CHILDREN Virgo, this week is full of action and you 
L BEV M K S V N Q Eft H GWV GE RL E FAVORITES may not be able to settle in to relax until 
C N RN T M A A ORL R K GN C K A O U ee later in the week. Take a step back and find 
R GK E N C A AC L EH R I F S P PL Q ei some time to relax when a break arrives. 
R E R T A EO M DW BTTM P PH M B U LOVE LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23 
C L H C R K R Y AW O F A T E E F E E O MAMA You probably will have to roll with the 
V DN T U F F DB ETH T M ¥Y C M P D B ale punches at least one or two days this week, 
A K G T 0 RP AL GU ES T V T E H E B MEAL Libra. Dont take things too seriously, even 
; : : : : : ; : : ‘ : : - : ‘i “ . : MOM when the rumor mill is in full force. 
MOTHER SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 
MV DK C EY N AG EC A R WK N P ROL p Leake Make sure your head is entirely in the game 
K N C ER AW FAS M FH T CIV GEL C PRESENTS before you jump into action, Scorpio. Part 
: : ¥ : : : : : : : * ‘ . : ; : oe of the problem is trying to juggle too many 
eit e Vet rh awe Teen ic oe aL things at once and getting distracted. 
HS P BABY FAVORITES UM OM ae diate, taraoumedionia acs 
SUNDAY Sagittarius, the more information that 
MD K W H E O U IT E T H H C H M P H E P 


comes your way this week, the more confus- 
ing things may seem. You can ask someone 
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ANSWERS WILL BE IN NEXT WEEKS PAPERS 





to help filter extraneous messages first. 


7) CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 


NCS 
vos 
s 





Capricorn, your fantasy world may mesh 
with your real world activities this week. 
You may experience some difficulty figuring 





out what is real and what isn't, but enjoy. 
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 
Aquarius, things may not feel like they are 





Z| 
VWA~N/ 


answers for the week of 4/27 
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in place lately. You may be tempted to turn 
off your brain and retreat into a fantasy 
land. Dont avoid the situation. 

PISCES —- Feb 19/Mar 20 

You may embrace physical vitality this 
week, and go with that, Pisces. Maybe 
switch up your workout to incorporate 
something new. 








HELP from page 5 


black water twice a week.” 

Individuals who are interested in 
lending an RV can find more informa- 
tion on the group’s website rvsforhealth- 
careheroes.org. Those who don’t own 
an RV can still contribute in a variety of 
ways, such as installing propane, wiring 
electricity or completing plumbing. 

Several business sponsors have 
pitched into the endeavor, such as 


Xheight Studios, Osterman Propane, 
Whitely Septic Service, Salem Cross Inn 
Restaurant and Tavern, and King Ward 
Coach Lines, which has offered a lot to 
house vehicles for those who can’t do so 
at home. 

“Some of these locations don’t have 
space for an RV,” said Clancy. “You 
can’t put a camper in the driveway; it’s 
just not going to happen. King Ward 
Coach Lines has offered space within 
their secure facility with 24-hour video 
surveillance, lighting, electricity, water 


and all that for potentially up to 30 RVs 
with the appropriate spacing to self-iso- 
late.” 

RVs for Healthcare Heroes MA spe- 
cifically serves workers affiliated with 
Baystate Health. A nationwide program 
called RVs 4 MDs coordinates a simi- 
lar service for healthcare workers from 
any organization. For more information 
on this program, visit facebook.com/ 
RVs4MDs. To sign up as an RV donor or 
as a medical professional needing an RV, 
fill out the contact form at bit.ly/aan908. 
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It’s easy to submii 
your local news! 


NEWS & FEATURES 





Turley Editorial 
Coverage Policies 


CALENDAR 


This section is intended to promote “free” events or ones that 
directly affect a volunteer-driven organization that benefits the 
entire community. Paid events that are not deemed fund-raisers or 
benefits do not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the pub- 
lic for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid advertising. 
Deadlines vary with each individual newspaper, look inside for 
your deadline. We usually print one week in advance of an event, 
and the listings should be brief, with only time, date, location, brief 
activity explanation, and contact info. The best thing to do is emu- 
late a calendar listing you like that already appeared in the paper. 
Each editor directly manages and edits all of the calendar entries. 
Artwork or photos to compliment your calendar listings are always 
welcomed. 


EDUCATION 


We try to be inside our public schools on a weekly basis, both 
in terms of sports coverage and classroom features. Our education 
and sports sections run 52 weeks per year. We feel school cover- 
age is probably the single largest reflection of the communities we 
serve, so this paper is committed to having a strong presence 
there. We devote more staff and space to these sections than any 
other editorial realm. We do print free courtesy stories, briefs and 
photos submitted by teachers, sports teams and students, as we 
cannot possibly be at every event. If you have a photo you want to 
run, please include a photo caption identifying those in the image 
from left to right and a description of the event. Please call or 
e-mail the editor directly with your school event coverage requests 
at least three days in advance. If we can’t attend, you are always 
encouraged to send in your own write-up and photos. 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, 
personality profiles, and community features that we know about. 
This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as 
well as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other 
town meetings determined by the issue’s relevance to our readers. 
There are the annual major community event features that we 
should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of 
other features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their 
many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage. 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business cover- 
age polices, but we do have some standards folks need to under- 
stand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much 
institutions in our towns as the library and schools. Without them, 
there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, 
have a major expansion, moving, closing, under new management 
or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been 
thrust into the news realm. Merchants can request that coverage 
through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives. 


OPINION 


We love letters to the editor and guest columns. It is what the 
soul of this newspaper is all about. However, we don’t print what 
we can’t prove. All letters and columns must be signed and con- 
firmed by us prior to publication. If you are alleging things that we 
cannot prove, we will consider that a news tip and look into it. We 
always encourage readers to celebrate their communities versus 
just slamming them. We also pen a weekly “editorial.” Some read- 
ers confuse editorials with being objective “news.” Our unsigned 
editorials are opinions formed after doing the research, or com- 


www.turley.com 
Agawam Advertiser News e¢ Barre Gazette ¢ Country Journal ¢ Chicopee Register ¢ The Journal Register 





piled through our reporters’ stories and other means. We then 
write opinions, which do take a definitive side on issues. Editorials 
are not meant to be balanced to both sides like our news stories 
should. They are intended to opine around the facts and take a 
position. That’s the whole point of the “opinion” page. 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, wed- 
dings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major birthdays, 
military achievements, honors and awards. We have a “people 
news” form available for you to submit these listings. This material 
is provided to us by our readers and local institutions and we do 
not charge to print this content. 


SPORTS. 


Our sports editor and his reporters and photographers cover 
select varsity school games weekly as well as youth and adult 
sports leagues. Our team tries to be fair and spread the coverage 
around to all the teams, but as playoffs approach, teams making 
the playoffs take more precedence. We have tried hard this year to 
expand our coverage of youth sports, but we need coaches and 
players to send in their photos and write-ups. 


TurleyA 


Publications, Inc. 
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In The News 


Assessment shows history deficit in nation’s classrooms looms large 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — What hap- 
pened? Six years ago, the results of the 
National Assessment of Educational 
Progress revealed an impressive 
improvement in knowledge about 
American history, among elementary 
and middle-school students, but now, the 
2018 tests, released last week, reveal that 
the apparent gain has slid to 1994 levels. 

The Nation’s Report Card, as the 
assessment is known, shows that eighth 
graders’ awareness of key data crashed; 
between 2014 and 2018 their scores fell 
four points, from 267 to 263, out of a 
maximum 500. 

“Considering the fact that 2014’s 
report seemed to offer hope, and the 
trajectory was rising, the four-point 
decrease was a surprise,’ according to 
education advocate, David Bruce Smith. 

Coincidentally, too many chil- 
dren, typically in grades 4 through 12, 
are essentially illiterate; enough to be a 
cause for alarm; it might be part of the 


reason for the decline. In fact, the U.S. 
Department of Education says “19 per- 
cent of high school graduates are func- 
tionally illiterate, which means they can’t 
read well enough to manage daily living 
and perform tasks required.” 

“There seems to be a correlation 
between historical proficiency, and an 
over-the-top illiteracy rate. You absorb 
history mostly by reading, but if you 
have been lost in the system, it’s nearly 
impossible to learn the essentials about 
the past or the present.” 

Education Secretary Betsy DeVos 
issued a statement after NAEP’s 
results were announced. As she put it: 
“America’s antiquated approach to edu- 
cation is creating a generation of future 
leaders who will not have a foundational 
understanding of what makes this coun- 
try exceptional. We cannot continue to 
excuse this problem away. Instead, we 
need to fundamentally rethink education 
in America. It is the only way our stu- 


dents will be able to lead our nation and 
the world. 

“The results are stark and inexcus- 
able. A quarter or more of America’s 
eighth-graders are what NAEP defines as 
‘below basic’ in U.S. history, civics and 
geography. In the real world, this means 
students don’t know what the Lincoln- 
Douglas debates were about, nor can 
they discuss the significance of the Bill 
of Rights or point out basic locations on 
a map. And only 15 percent of them have 
a reasonable knowledge of U.S. history. 
All Americans should take a moment to 
think about the concerning implications 
for the future of our country,” DeVos 
said. 

Smith is co-founder of the Grateful 
American Book Prize, with the late Dr. 
Bruce Cole, former chairman of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities. 
It was created to restore enthusiasm 
about American history, for kids and 
adults. 


“Our goal has been to entice stu- 
dents to learn about the events and peo- 
ple who have shaped the nation; the 
best way, outside of a really competent 
teacher, is to energize authors to think 
up--captivating fiction and non-fiction- 
-that appeal to adolescents, and stimu- 
lates commitments from publishers,” said 
Smith. 





LEGAL NOTICE 
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD20PO669EA 
Estate of: 

Patricia N. Lee 
Also Known As: 
Patricia Jean Lee 
Date of Death: 
February 17, 2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 

Susan J. Jordan of 
Florence, MA a Will has been 
admitted to informal probate. 

Susan J. Jordan of 
Florence, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 


Probate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti- 
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
5/08/2020 


CITY OF HOLYOKE 
GAS & ELECTRIC 
DEPARTMENT 
ELECTRIC STATION 
PARKING LOT & DRIVEWAY 
REPAVING 

Sealed bids for the above 
will be received by Holyoke 
Gas & Electric Dept. until 
2:00 p.m., June 10, 2020 at 
the Office of the Manager, 


HOW TO SUBMIT PUBLIC NOTICES 


All public notices to be published in the Holyoke Sun 
should be sent directly to notices@turley.com. Jamie 
Joslyn processes all public notices for this newspaper and 
can answer all of your questions regarding these notices. 
Please indicate the newspapers and publication date(s) for 
the notice(s) in the subject line of your email. For questions 
regarding coverage area, procedures or cost, please call 
Jamie directly at 413-283-8393. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 14 weekly 


99 Suffolk St., Holyoke, MA 
01040, at which time bids will 
be publicly opened and read. 

Bid Deposit: 

A Bid Deposit equal to 5% 
of the total value of the bid 
must accompany all bids and 
may be in the form of a certi- 
fied, treasurer’s, or cashier’s 
check payable to HG&E from 
a responsible bank or trust 
company; cash; or a bid bond 
from a licensed surety pay- 
able to HG&E. 

Prevailing Wage Rates: 

Prevailing Wage Rates set 
by the Mass. Dept. of Labor 
& Industries shall be paid to 
all people engaged in work 
under this contract. 

Mandatory Site Visit: 

All Bidders must make a 
site visit prior to the bid due 
date in order for their bid to 
be considered valid. A site 
visit can be arranged by con- 
tacting Matt Saia at (413) 
536-9443 or via email to 
msaia@hged.com 

Additional information may 
be obtained from: 

Yocelyn F. Delgado 
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept. 
99 Suffolk St. 
Holyoke, MA 01040 


ioe 
m= |> 10 


(413) 536-9308 
ydelgado@hged.com 

The right is hereby 
reserved to reject any or all 
proposals, or to accept any 
proposal that in the opinion 
of the Manager may be for 
the best interest of the City of 
Holyoke. 

Please mark sealed enve- 
lopes “Bid for Electric Station 
Parking Lot & Driveway 
Repaving” and address them 


James Lavelle, Manager 
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept. 
99 Suffolk St. 
Holyoke, MA 01040 

5/08/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P0684EA 
Estate of: 

Albert Warren Nothe 
Date of Death: 03/31/2020 
CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 


Public Notices 


To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Lucinda A. 
Nothe of Pompano Beach 
FL requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests 
that: Lucinda A. Nothe of 
Pompano Beach FL be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 05/28/2020. 
This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 


If you fail to file a timely writ- 
ten appearance and objec- 
tion followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further 
notice to you. 
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: April 29, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
5/08/2020 


The Sun 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 


which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


elo Bn |= 
im fo [> 


=> 


Please check the accuracy of your public notice 
prior to submission (i.e., date, time, spelling). 
Also, be sure the requested publication date 

coincides with the purpose of the notice, 
or as the law demands. Thank you. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Ridavs noon for Monday holidays. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


POWERED GOLF CADDY Battery 
and charger used twice. Call Don 413- 
536-1860 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run community- 
papersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Number of Weeks:___ 


Credit Card: 


(41 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wart- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, 
ing, cast iron cookware. 
(413)433-2195. 


fishing gear. Old advertis- 
Call Ken 





AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





*k*EKEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 


cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 


30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and re- 
pairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. Li- 


censed/ insured. Call (413)967-6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone; —= 
State: Zips =— 
oe ee X perweekrate=$ 
LIVISA UG Discover LI Cash Ll Check# 
___Exp.Date CVWV 
Date 


DEADLINES: 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 








Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 
at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 
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Results! 








SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 








ISR 
WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 













GRANBY 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


: $ 
Addathird ZONE $5.00 
Subtotal ! 


BELCHERTOWN 


SEN BROOKFIELD 









HUBBARDSTON 


D 


BROOKFIEL 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 





EAST 





BRIMFIELD 


es a 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE __*10.00 





~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


XNumberofWeeks 


TOTALEnclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improvement 
needs. ROOFING, SIDING, WIN- 
DOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUTTERS. 
Extensive references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. Call 
GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569-3733 


GUTTER CLEANING, EXTERI- 
OR/ INTERIOR painting, renova- 
tions, lawn care, powerwashing. Free 
estimates. Klye 413-209-7163 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


2 OLD GUYS & A DUMP TRUCK 
Spring clean-up, mulch, stone, seed, 
& sod installation, trimming, prun- 
ing, planting, & mowing. Free Esti- 
mates. Contact us via cell or email at 
(413)250-7893 2oldguys2020@ 
gmail.com 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CAVANAUGH LANDSCAPING 
Contact us for Weekly and bi-weekly 
mowing, Spring and fall Clean up ser- 
vices, Shrub and hedge removal, Ex- 
cavating services, yard maintenance 
and Snow plowing or removal. Fully 
Insured. Brandon 413-539-8110 
follow us on Facebook @Cavanaugh- 
Landscaping 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Landscape maintenance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


FALCON LANADSCAPING Mow- 
ing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, trimming, 
mulch and more. Call Craig 413-575- 
8178. 


J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
Www.newspapers.turley.com 


Fatalities double despite less traffic 


BOSTON —- The Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation is 
reporting that the rate of fatalities on 
Massachusetts roadways doubled in 
April. Although 50 percent less traffic 
was recorded on major highways, 28 
individuals died in crashes, compared 
with the month of April 2019, when there 
were 27 deaths on roadways in the state. 
The high fatality rate last month, under- 
scores the importance of not exceed- 
ing the posted speed limit, wearing a 
seat belt, driving sober and obeying the 
hands-free law. 

“Our traffic and safety engineers 
continuously monitor roadways across 
the commonwealth and have identi- 
fied a dangerous trend that has led to 
the doubling of the vehicular fatali- 
ty rate in Massachusetts for the month 
of April,’said Highway Administrator 
Jonathan Gulliver.“During the pandem- 
ic, everyone in the commonwealth has 
sacrificed and used disciplined actions 
to keep themselves, their loved ones and 
our community safe. We ask that all res- 
idents use this same dedication to safety 
and reduce their speeds when driving.” 

“Reduced traffic volume is no 


excuse for excessive speed,” said Jeff 
Larason, director of highway safety 
for the Executive Office of Safety and 
Security. “We’re reminding everyone to 
drive responsibly, wear a seat belt, and 
watch the road for cyclists and pedestri- 
ans.” 

Motor vehicle deaths occurred 
state-wide in April, including three 
deaths in a 24-hour-period on April 18 
and April 19: in Richmond, on Route 
41 southbound, in Hopkinton, on I-495 
southbound, and in Seekonk, on I-195 
eastbound. The most recent road fatality 
reported to MassDOT was on Saturday, 
May 2, occurring in Andover on I-93 
near exit 42. 

The commonwealth has several ini- 
tiatives which seek to improve road safe- 
ty, including: 

e The Massachusetts Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan, crafted by a 
diverse cross section of government 
agencies, advocates, and other stakehold- 
ers which contains specific strategies, 
direct actions and legislative proposals 
to get Massachusetts closer towards zero 
deaths and to an interim goal of a 12 per- 
cent drop in five-year average fatalities 


and a 21 percent drop in five-year aver- 
age serious injuries. 

¢ The 2019 Massachusetts 
Pedestrian Transportation Plan and 2019 
Massachusetts Bicycle Transportation 
Plan seek to eliminate fatalities and seri- 
ous injuries for pedestrians, individuals 
using a wheelchair, cane or other assisted 
mobility device, and those riding bicy- 
cles while increasing the number of trips 
taken. 

e MassDOT’s public education pro- 
gram, “Scan the Street for Wheels and 
Feet,’ underscores the need for greater 
awareness on the road, citing statistics 
including, “1 in 4 deaths in motor vehicle 
crashes involve people walking or bicy- 
cling.” 

MassDOT has been pleased to work 
collaboratively on this public safety in1- 
tiative with the Massachusetts Executive 
Office of Public Safety and Security, 
the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health, Boston Vision Zero, WalkBoston, 
MassBike, and the Safe Roads Alliance. 

In addition, in January 2019, the 
Baker-Polito Administration filed sev- 
eral proposed safety bills, including the 
hands-free law which became law in 


In The News 





February 2020, with fines for violations 
taking effect April 1. 

For more information on state initia- 
tives, please visit www.mass.gov/high- 
way-safety, www.mass.gov/service-de- 
tails/pedestrian-plan and www.mass.gov/ 
service-details/bicycle-plan. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 





FOR RENT 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 








LAWN & GARDEN 


A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Be safe, 
grow your own gardens, flower beds 
and more. Call now for appointment. 
Home grown always tastes best .413- 
626-1927. 


MASONRY 


B&D MASONRY RESTORATION 
Chimney rebuilds, caps, pointing, block 
foundations, ceramic floors/ walls, out- 
door kitchens/ living areas, cultured/ 
natural stone, stampcrete pads/ side- 
walks. 413-237-3690 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 





SSSSSSSSSS$$ 
Get cash for as is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 


e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOVW/NS 
MONDAY AT NOON 


GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 





CLASS A DRIVER NEEDED!!! 
Immediate work available. Excellent 
pay, 50% company paid insurance. 
Based in Holyoke area. Regional work. 
Home every weekend. Guaranteed 
minimum earnings. Call for information 
or to apply. 989-916-7526 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 





Find your 
Pee? sean 
5 => = homeor 
ad ‘list your 

property 
a here! 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 








Turley® 


Publications, Inc. 


Wwww.newspapers.turley.com 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 
BARRE GAZETTE 
COUNTRY JOURNAL 
CHICOPEE REGISTER 
THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


THE LUDLOW REGISTER 
QUABOAG CURRENT 
THE SENTINEL 
THE SUN 
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES 
TOWN REMINDER 
WARE RIVER NEWS 


turleynews 


TurleyPublications 





TAX FILING DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO JULY 15 


ZO20 
TAX TINE 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are still continuing to process tax returns 
through drop off and electronic processes. 


Our office hours are Monday thru Thursday 9am to 4pm 
Please call or email to make arrangements 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 









AUTHORIZED 


Call ForAn |{[RS 
Appointment |<237m> 


PROVIDE 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 





The Holyoke Sun © MAY8,2020 @ 15 


REMOTE ARTWORK ON DISPLAY 





Pixel art by Xavier Rios. Pixel art by Yeriel Velazquez Rodriguez. 





A drawing by Ajay Daniels. Amy Jewitt submitted photos of her middle schools students’ art. 
The class, held by Zoom, included pixel art and drawings. All of the students submission were = 
by fifth graders at Veritas Prep in Holyoke. Submitted photos A drawing by Ja’ziyah Diaz. 
Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 
@ e e e 
A Mm b [ mi d [ T [ Tt Let them know you 
O eC rien y mor Page app Ica ION saw their ad in the 


Holyoke 


that’s time-friendly too. Sun 


Our online mortgage application makes it easier and faster 
than ever to apply for a mortgage wherever you are. 





PHONE 
413.283.8393 


Fax: 413.283.7017 
9) Pp | B ank subscriptions: 800.824.6548 
ee: Peoples mm 


Advertising Sales 
Wendy Delcamp 
wdelcamp@turley.com 


Editor 


APPLY N O W Michael Ballway 


thesun@turley.com 


bankatpeoples.com/mortgage WEB 


www.sun.turley.com 


GD © © 413.538.9500 Member FDIC/Member DIF a | @ The Holyoke Sun 


The Sun is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. © www.turley.com 





This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 


eh We Be 


rth encasement weddin® 


announcements announcements 


@ 
~() announcements 


www.newspapers.turley.com 
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